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PREFACE 


“The opening chapters explain the Wahabi creed, narrate how 
Patna was made the centre of the movement and how the free- 
dom fighter Maulvis jained this movement. The opening history 
of the war against the British rulers which continued for 46 years 
*(1822 to 1868) is also revealed through these chapters. The 

-author has also given a pen picture of their slogan as follows: 

“It is highly interesting to note that the three great weapons 
namely non-cooperation, passive resistance and parallel Govt. 
which the Congress leaders adopted was originally advocated 
by the Wahabis in 1854.” 

Surely the tyrannical British rulers brutally suppressed this 
movement, but the sacrifices of these nationalists are as: ‘neither 

“the Wahabi Movement nor the British Government exist today 
but the facts will go down in the history for the benefit of the 
posterity.” 


Daltonganj Nadim Balkhi 
3.5.1983 
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The Wahabi Creed 


No account of the struggle for freedom of India would be com- 
plete without a reference to the ‘so-called’ Wahabi Movement” 
which for 46 years (1822-68) had its permanent centre at Patna, 
and was controlled by members of a well-to-do moslem family 
of the town who were also noted for their learning and piety. 

The movement was originally started by Syed Ahmad of Rai 
Bareli with the.object of introducing certain social and religious 
teforms among the musalmans of India, but in the political 
circumstances of the time it developed and transformed itself 
into a religio-political creed which aimed at the destruction of 
the British power in India. 

An English writer® in the Calcutta Review (1870) has summed 
up the religious feature of the movement as follows: 

“Syed Ahmad had studiously avoided minor differences. His 
religious teachings may be summed up in dependence on God and 
the belief that he himself was the Imam Mahdi, the leader of the 
13th century of the Mohammadan Era.” In one of his letters 
to a friend Syed Ahmad himself wrote that “the object of the 
movement was not the acquisition of fame or wealth, or terri- 
tory or self-aggrandisement or carving out a kingdom for him- 
self, but to please God, and eradicate the evils that have crept 
into the moslem society.” 

As to the political aspect of the movement, Syed Ahmad has 
himself explained the political aims and objects of the movement 
in his letter to Raja Hindu Rai (Maratha Chief) which runs as 
follows: 

“Tt is apparent to you that uncongenial foreigners of distant 
land have become King of this country, and the merchants of 
commodities have assumed the dignity of ‘Sultanat’ and des- 
troyed the rulership of great rulers and chieftainship of high 
chiefs, and have deprived them of their honour and respect. 
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Since the rulers and statesmen have sought refuge in privacy, a 
band of poor and helpless persons have girded up their loins. 
This weak band does not aspire to worldly gain of any kind. 
They are inspired by service to God without the | least desire for 
wealth or power. The moment India is cleared of the foreigners 
and the arrow of our efforts reaches its target, the offices and 
tulership shall belong intact to those who want it, and their dig- 
nity and power shall be strengthened. This weak band wants 
only this:muchfrom the great rulers and high dignitaries that 
while they occupy the throne of kingdom, they serve Islam with 
their heart and soul. Althqugh this poor band is apparently 
devoid of means, yet by the cherishment of the Lord they are 
gladand cheerful, and detest the desire for power and pelf, 
and keep their hands off the wealth and riches which they do 
pot want to enjoy either now or in future. 

“Anyone of the rules who will come forward to help will only 
be,strengthening the foundation of his own state. The purport 
of this,affectionate letter will be truly explained in detail by 
Haji Bahadur Shah who is an old associate of mine.””* 

This letter leaves no. doubt that the principal object of the 

movement was to destroy the foreign power in India. 
Syed Abmad did not take those moslems into his fold who 
did not believe in the sanctity of his cause. He fought not only 
against the Sikhs, but also, against Khadi Khan the moslem 
chief of Peshawar, and the Durranis commanded by Yar 
Mohumnyad Khan. According to his biographer one Raja Ram, 
a Rajput, also fought with him in the latter engagement, and 
one Sardar Wazir Singh subsequently became his disciple. It is 
however clear that anyone opposed to the promulgation of his 
creed was regarded as enemy. ' 

For some ygars Syed Ahmad préached his doctrine in the dis- 
tricts of the United Provinces. He possessed many natural gifts 
including that of oratory and power of persuasion, and soon 
attracted a large number of followers to his creed. Maulvi 
Wilayat Ali*.of Patna, who at that time had just completed his 
‘stpdies in. Lucknow, joined, -him as one of the most enthusiastic 
disciples. 

Tn 1820 Syed Ahmad organised a party to perform ‘haj’ 
(pilgrimage to-Mecca)on his way to Calcutta, he arrived at 
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‘Patna with a fleet of boats carrying hundreds of disciples. Wilayat 
Ali had previously written to his father in Patna intimating the 
“party’s programme and urging on his relations to avail them- 
“selves of the opportunity of becoming Syed Ahmad’s disciples. 
“Syed Ahmad was received with great respect and veneration by 
the members of Wilayat Ali’s family at Sadikpore. But owing to 
“his short stay Syed Ahmad had no time to preach or take new 
disciples. While he was at Patna some raoslems from the Tibetan 
countries had arrived on their way to Calcutta to embark for 
their pilgrimage to Mecca. Hearing of Syed Ahmad’s party they 
approached him arid wanted to join his party. Syed Ahmad 
-eriquired about the general condition of moslems in the Tibetan 
-countries, and was informed that a small moslem community 
was living on the autskirt of Tibet, and a still smaller number 
within the borders of the country, but they were all ignorant. 
“Syed Ahmad told the Tibetans that while he would welcome 
anyone to join his party, he thought it best to advise them to go 
back to their country to preach social and religious reforms, and 
thus earn greater merit than the ‘haj’, which was not obligatory 
on those who did not possess the means to meet the expenses of 
the journey. The Tibetans accepted his discipleship and took a 
written authority from him to preach his doctrine in their 
“country, 4 
However Syed Ahmad left for Calcutta to embark for the 
journey to Mecca. “In Calcutta”, writes Sir William Hunter, 
“The masses flocked to him in such numbers that he was unable 
even to go through the ceremony of initiation by the separate 
laying on of hands. Unrolling his turban therefore he declared 
‘that all who could touch any part of its ample length became 
his disciples.” Syed Ahmad returned from Mecca at the end of 
1822. On hearing the news‘of his arrival at Calcutta,® Wilayat 
-Ali and Shah Mohammad Hussain proceeded to receive him at 
Monghyr and brought him and his party’to Patna to stay here 
-as their guests. On their arrival at Sadikpore every member of 
Wilayat Ali’s family (including females) became disciple of Syed 
Ahmad. Even a seven years old daughter of Shah Mohammad 
(Hussain offered herself for discipleship and received Syed 
-Abmad’s blessings. At the same time Maulvi Elahi Bukhsh 
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requested Syed Ahmad to deliver sermon at his house and to 
perform the Nikah of his son Ahmadullah® with a daughter of 
Shah Mohammad Hussain. 


Patna Made a Centre of the Movement 


During his halt at Patna the number of his disciples increased: 
to such extent as to require a regular system of organisation, He 
therefore appointed four Khalifs or spiritual vice-regents to 
manage and maintain it, These were Wilayat Ali, Inayat Ali,_ 
Shah Mohammad Hussain and Farhat Hussain.” Patna was now 
made a permanent centre of the movement. 

Hunter describes the character of the Patna Khalifs in the 
following terms: 

“Indefatigable as missionaries, careless of themselves, blame- 
less in their lives, supremely devoted to the overthrow of English: 
Infidels, admirably skilful in organising a permanent system for 
supplying money and recruits, the Patna caliphs standforth as the: 
types and exemplars of the sect. Much of their teaching was 
faultless, and it has been given to them to stir up thousands of 
their countrymen to a purer life, a truer conception of the 
Almighty” (Indian Musalmans, p. 68). 


Patna Maulvis Join Syed Ahmad 


‘When Syed Ahmad left Patna, Wilayat Ali, his brothers, 
Inayat Ali and Talib Ali, and their cousin Baquer Ali accompa- 
nied him to Rai Bareli, They were later joined by other rela- 
tions namely Qamaruddin of Patna and Mir Usman Ali of 
Hazaribagh. Syed Ahmad resumed his preaching in his home 
district and also made occasional tours in other districts and 
enrolled large number of disciples. He now enjoined his. 
followers to take physical exercise and make themselves 
conversant with the use of arms. He himself used to appear in 
soldier’s kit and held military parades of his followers. 
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References 


1. The term Wahabi which means a disciple of Abdul Wahab of Najd 
(Arabia) was applied to them by the British for the purpose of political 

The Wahabis of Najd had defied Turkish authorities 

and resisted British influence in North Africa. The British 

subsequently took revenge in 1898 by destroying the grave of Mahdi, 

the last great leader of the sect in Soudan. 

J.A.0. Kineslly. 

}. Translated from the Rare Ms. containing Syed Ahmad’s letters etc. 

}. Translated from’Urdu Biography Sirat, p. 122. 

Hunter is wrong in stating that Syed Ahmad landed in Bombay. 

- Tazkera-a-Sadika clearly proves that he landed at Calcutta. The fact is 

that the ship that brought the pilgrims back from Jeddah anchored at 
Bombay for a few days where a number of passengers disembarked. 

‘6. It is the same Ahmadullah who was arrested by Commander Taylor in 
1857 and was subsequently transported to Andaman in 1865. 

7. See Appendix 1. 
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The Doctrine of Hijrat 


It was also at this time that the famous pamphlet “Sirat-i-Musta~ 
qim” (or the straight path) was compiled at his dictation by- 
his chief disciples Maulvi Md. Ismail and Maulvi Abdul Hai. 
who began to preach that the first and foremost religious duty of~ 
a true moslem was to perform ‘hijrat’ or flight from the country 
governed by mushriks (Christians), 

“They imagined”, says the English writer in the Calcutta. 
Review, “that the position of the Mohammadans under the 
British was an exact parallel to that of the Israelites in Egypt 
and longed for a second Moses. The English are the Pharoahs. 
of the age, and a flight from their territory is as necessary as the 
Exodus from Egypt.” 

In support of this contention the maulvis wrote and circu-. 
lated a number of pamphlets such as “‘Resalah-i-Jehad” and 
“Resalah-i-Hijrat”, urging their co-religionists to unite as one 
body and carry ona crusade for the conquest of India. They 
believed that the destruction of the British Government by their 
leader was certain, and in support of their belief they published’ 
a Qasida, or ode, supposed to have been written by Shah 
Neamatullah' (a saint poet of the 12th century A.D.) which 
prophesied that the expected Mahdi or leader would appear in 
the 13th century of the moslem era and defeat the Christians. 

Some time about 1825, in pursuance of the doctrine of ‘Hijrat” 
Syed Ahmad left his hearth and home in Rai Bareli and pro~ 
ceeded to the Punjab with a considerable number of enthusi- 
astic followers including the Patna Maulvis. He first went to 
Tonk where Amir Khan (ruler of the state) was a staunch 
supporter of his cause, the Nawab was at that time engaged in. 
a conflict with the English, and Syed Ahmad took keen interest 
in the organisation of his force. But after some time Amir Kham 
felt that he was not ina position to prolong the conflict and 
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held a consultation to discuss the tetms'which the British had 
offered for cessation of hostilities. Syed Ahmad was opposed to 
any treaty with the English, and advised Amir Khan to send a 
strong force to Madhorajpur and continue the fight till the 
English were finally defeated. He told him that the moment he 
came to terms with the English he would be reduced to the 
position of a vassal. But Amir Khan was not in a position to 
follow his advice, and Syed Ahmad left Tonk and came to Delhi 
where he spent some time in studying Arabic. After some time 
he proceeded on his journey to Afghanistan accompanied by 
Wilayat Ali and Inayat Ali of Patna, who acted as his chief 
envoys to the court at Kabul where Zaman Shah and his right 
hand man Dost Mohammad Khan treated them as their guests. 
Wilayat Ali preached the Wahabi doctrine in Afghanistan and 
on the North West Frontier of India. 


War on the Frontier 


“The records of the Patna Court show”, writes Hunter 
(p. 22), “that the vice-regents (Wilayat Ali and Inayat Ali) early 
established a character for themselves on the Frontier as fanati- 
cal fire brands.” While Wilayat Ali and Inayat Ali were preach- 
ing in Kabul, the Frontier, Shah Mohammad Hussain laboured 
with untiring zeal in perfecting the organisation in Bihar and 
Bengal. Branches were established in the districts of Santal 
Parganas, Rajshahi, Nadia, Maldah, Barasat, Dacca and other 
important places. Agents were appointed to collect contributions 
and enlist men for the purpose of war at the Frontier. The 
details of Syed Ahmad’s activities in the North West are outside 
the scope of our narrative, but it may be mentioned criefly 
that in December 1826, he declared war against. the Sikh 
Government of Lahore whose Sirdars in some districts of the 
Punjab had interfered with certain religious practices of the 
Punjabi moslems. In the engagement that followed 37 soldiers 
of Syed Ahmad’s force were killed and 35 wounded, the 
first among the killed was Maulvi Baquer Ali of Patna. But 
the Wahabi force had ‘inflicted much heavier- casualty on 
their opponents which amounted to about 1500, in killed 
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and wounded. From, 1827 to 1830 Syed Ahmad remained 
constantly engaged in War in the Punjab, Sind and the N.W. 
Frontier which he fought with varying success. By 1829 the low 
hands of the Frontier trembled for safety of the Capital Pesha- 
wwar and the Governor Khadi Khan attempted to end the war by 
poisoning Syed Ahmad whom he had invited as a guest. This 
meanness of Khadi Khan inflamed the fury of the Wahabis, who 
burst down on the plain and massacred Khadi Khan and the 
forces on his side, Peshawar was temporarily saved by General 
Ventura, a French soldier of fortune in the service of Ranjit 
Singh. But in spite of a reverse in June 1830, the Wahabi force 
occupied Peshawar towards the end of that year. But this was 
the culminating point in the personal career of the founder of 
the sect. 


The Balakot Disaster 


At the invitation of the chief of the Pikli tribe Sayed Ahmad 
fixed his temporary headquarters at Balakot which possessed natu- 
ral fortifications and was accessible only through a narrow path 
surrounded by dense forest. Syed Ahmed had posted some 
of his soldiers to guard the passage. The Sikh General Raja 
Sher Singh led by some of his Pathan spies surprised him with 
an overwhelming force. In the thick of the battle that ensued 
Syed -Ahmad was killed with a large number of his followers 
including his most ardent disciple Maulvi Ismail. 

In 1829 Syed Ahmad had deputed Wilayat Ali to preach and 
make disciples in Hyderabad (Deccan), Central Provinces and 
Bombay, and had also despatched Inayat Alito carry on the 
missionary work more vigorously in Bengal. Among the Khalifs 
who preached Syed Ahmad’s doctrine, Wilayat Ali of Patna was 
the most conspicuous. He had not only talked it publicly, but 
had written books in support of it. His preaching in the Deccan 
was so successful that even women cast off their jewels? to 
contribute for the holy war, and Mobarazuddowla, the younger 
brother of the Ruler of Hyderabad, became his disciple. Similarly 
Inayat Ali succeeded in making large number of disciples in 
Bengal. Both were incessantly busy preaching in their respective 
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Spheres, when they heard the news of the Balakot disaster. 
Wilayat Ali returned to Patna via Jabalpore, Burhanpore, 
Narsingpore and Seoni, preaching all the way and making new 
disciples, and Inayat Ali also returned from Bengal to meet his 
brother at Patna and hold consultation as to the course to be 
pursued. The death of their leader seemed to be an irreparable 
loss. Apart from his position as a religious and spiritual head, 
his experience of the organisation of Amir Khan’s army at Tonk 
had made him conversant with the marshalling of troops, and 
there was no leader to fill his position. In these circumstances 
his death seemed to be a death blow to the whole movement. 
But the Patna Khalifs were not only equal to the task of keeping 
it alive, but were in fact able to render it more powerful than it 
was in the days of its founder. Wilayat Ali strengthened the 
Patna centre with redoubled energy, and Inayat Ali concentrated 
his efforts on strengthening the various branch centres in Bengal, 
and Maulvj Zainul Abdin of Hyderabad who had become a 
disciple of Wilayat Ali during his tour in Southern India, made 
North Tipperah and Sylhat as the sphere of his missionary 
labour, and converted the peasantry to the Wahabi creed. 
Wilayat Ali began to preach that Syed Ahmad was not killed 
but had disappeared, and would appear again at the preper time 
to lead the army of the faithful to victory against his opponents. 
He further urged that the disappearance of the Imam was 
immaterial to the existence of their faith, which is unchangeable 
and must be adhered to. The old disciples renewed their dis- 
cipleship at his hand and acknowledged him as Syed Ahmad’s 
‘successor. He directed Shah Mohammad Hussain to make 
‘constant tours in the districts of Bihar, and made all possible 
efforts to reorganise the movement on a firm basis. After satis- 
fying himself that he had done everything that lay in his power, 
he proceeded to Mecca to perform his Haj. On his return after 
a couple of years he found that his disciples in Patna had ful- 
filled his expectations. It may be mentioned that after the death 
of Syed Ahmad, the remnants of his scattered forces had gathered 
together at Sittana, a village belonging to Syed Shah who was 
an intimate friend of the deceased leader. There they held a 
meeting and decided that for the present they should remain at 
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Takhtband, and.Bonair where the members of Syed Abmad’s. 
family: had found refuse in friendly surroundings, But it was. 
felt necessary to elect a leader to carry on the crusade. The- 
selection was entrusted to the Khalifs of Syed Ahmad who. 
assembled at Delhi and elected Maulvi Nasiruddin of Delhi. 
Nasiruddin left Delhi with a few followers. At Tonk he was. 
joined by numerous recruits, and received valuable donations of 
money and arms, 


Nasiraddin’s Defeat 


He then moved to Shikarpur where he was also joined by 
Syed Ahmad’s family. Although recruits and liberal supplies of 
money were forwarded from Bihar and Bengal through the 
Patna centre, he remained inactive for some years, and with the 
exception of an atfack on ‘Hazara, he'did not’ fight any battle 
with the Sikhs. But when Lord Auckland determined on forcing. 
Shah Shuja on the ‘people of Kabul, Dost. Mohammad Khan 
invited the Wahabis to join him in his war against the English. 
Nasiruddin- marched towards Kabul and assisted Dost 
Mohammad’s force in the defence of Ghazni, but was totally 
defeated, and when the citadel was captured by the English a 
considerable number of his men was killed. 

After the-break up of the Wahabi camp in Sind a wily 
follower of the sect proclaimed that the Imam had reappeared 
and was living in a cave near Kawai. This aroused the curiosity 
of Zainul Abdin who determined to’ have an interview with the 
leader, and secretly entered the cave where the leader was said. 
to reside. To his utter disgust he found only three figures stuffed 
with straw to resemble Syed Ahmad and his two servants. 
Zainal Abdin returned to Calcutta relating all the way his. 
experience of the fraud. This gave a severe setback to the 
movement. The English writer in the Calcutta Review (p. 192,. 
1870) says, “A third time-it’ appeared as if the Wahabi move- 
ment would fall to’ pieces but the petseveranice of Patna Maulvis 
overcame all obstacles, and in a short time rendered the sect as. 
powerful as it was in the days of Syed Ahmad.” We may also- 
quote the following remarks by Hunter to show the exceptional, 
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zeal of the Patna Maulvis which brought about the renaissance 
of their sect: 

“Again the fanatic cause seemed ruined. But the missionary 
zeal of the Patna Caliphs, and the immense pecuniary resources. 
at their command once more raised the sacred banner from the 
dust. They covered India with their emissaries and brought 


about one of the greatest religious revivals that has ever taken 
place.” 


Wilayat Ali and Inayat Ali as Leaders 


Instead of causing depression the temporary setback sharpen- 
ed the zeal of Wilayat Ali and Inayat Ali, They personally made 
tours through many districts of Bihar and Bengal and also 
appointed a Jarge number of missionaries to visit the branches 
from time to time. In this way almost every branch of the Patna 
Centre hada permanent preacher. After labouring hard for 
some years in organising the movement in Bengal, Bihar and 
some other provinces Wilayat Ali sent his brother to Sittana to. 
look after the affairs of the Wahabi Camp. Inayat Ali reached 
there in 1839 and took full command of the Wahabi force at 
Sittana. Now he began to take active measures to carry out his 
long cherished design of waging war against the English.* 

After the death of Ranjit Singh in 1839, the successive 
governments were suffering from political convulsions. They 
declared hostilities against the British and provoked a contest 
which ended in the discomfiture of the Sikhs and the partial 
destruction of the Khalsa.army which was the real power in the 
state. The British now formed a Sikh Government under the: 
control of a resident at Lahore. The turbulent period afforded 
excellent chance for the success of the Wahabi force. Inayat 
Ali regained possession of Balakot and made an attack on 
Muzaffarabad which was successful, and the Sikhs were driven 
southward closely pursued by the Wahabis. ‘Thus within a few 
years the Wahabis established their dominion over a large extent 
of territory along the left bank of the Indus, stretching from 
Hurree pore to Kagan and from Sittana to Kashmir.”"* 

Throughout this period the Patna Centre supplied large sums. 
of money and innumerable recruits to the military headquarters. 


12 WAHABI MOVEMENT 


‘of the Wahabis at Sittana. 

In 1844 Maulvi Wilayat Ali left Patna with 80 followers inclu- 
ding Maulvi Fyaz Ali, Maulvi Yahya Ali, Maulvi Akbar Ali and 
‘some other members of his family for Afghanistan. At Balakot 
he received full report of Inayat Ali’s success in the Punjab. 


‘Wahabis Surrender at Haripur 


The formation of Sikh State under British protection made 
the Wahabis turn their attention directly to the British. They 
nnow began to organise a powerful force against the British 
enemy. But the British were aware of their plan and gave them 
No opportunity to mature it. In 1847 Sir Henry Lawrence recor- 
ded a proceeding to the effect that ‘“Wilayat Ali and Inayat Ali 
were well known, as fighters for religion.” The Punjab Govt. 
wrote to Maulvi Wilayat Ali and Inayat Ali stating that any 
military activity on their part would be treated as an act of 
hostility against the British Government, and asked them to 
surrender. They also deputed two of their officers namely Mr. 
Agnew and Mr. Limzen with a large military force to surround 
‘the Wahabi Colony. At the same time their secret agents insti- 
gated the Frontier Tribes to rebel against the Wahabis. The 
British force killed a number of police and other officers appoin- 
ted by the Wahabis; and Zaman Shah the Chief of Balakot who 
was a great supporter of the Wahabi cause suddenly changed 
his attitude. Wilayat Ali and Inayat Ali decided to transfer 
their Camp to Swat where Akbar Shah was a loyal friend, but 
‘they could not do so without crossing the intervening British 
territory, and therefore asked the British officials to allow them 
‘to pass through their jurisdiction. The British officer gladly gave 
‘them written permit, but they had hardly proceeded a few stages 
when they found themselves besieged by the British troops. The 
commanding officer of the British troops refused to recognise 
the permit on the plea that the British officer who gave it had 
no authority from the Govt. The Wahabis whose number had 
been reduced to 500 were thus forced to surrender at Haripur, 
and to return to Lahore under the escort of the British troops. 
Here, Lawrence forced them to sell their arms and artillery to 
the Govt. Wilayat Ali and Inayat Ali were then forwarded 
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under escort to their homes in Patna. On their arrival in Patna 
they were bound down in bail bonds of Rs. 10,000 not to leave- 
Patna city for 4 years. But the Maulvis treated the bonds as. 
scraps of paper. They soon entered inté communication with, 
Mir Aulad Ali who had evaded surrender and escaped from. 
Haripur, and was now in Sittana with a small band of follo~ 
wers, Wilayat Ali and Inayat Ali again determined to regain: 
their hold in the North West. The former started his preaching 
in Patna and deputed his relations to preach in other districts of 
Bihar, while the latter proceeded to Bengal to sharpen the zeal 
of his old disciples, and to enrol new ones. His presence at 
Rajshahi aroused the suspicion of the magistrate and an enquiry 
was instituted against him. But he got scent of it and quickly 
returned to Patna. The magistrate forwarded a warrant for his. 
arrest to the magistrate of Patna. But so great was Inayat Ali's. 
influence in Bengal that “in a few days the magistrate repented. 
of his decision, and in a proceeding of March 1850, he recorded. 
that it appears from the police reports that Inayat Ali was a 
harmless individual and his arrest was deemed unnecessary.””® 

A copy of this proceeding was forwarded to the magistrate at 
Patna, but the magistrate did not believe in the harmlessness of- 
Inayat Ali, and again bound him down not to leave Patna. 
Inayat Ali finding that his activities had aroused the suspicion. 
of the Govt. quietly fled to the North West and again assumed: 
command of the Wahabi force that had in the meantime assem- 
bled at Sittana. 
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YREN 


Resumption ‘of Activities in 1850 
‘and Sermon in the Fort at Delhi 


At the end of December 1850 Wilayat Ali with his family 
including Yahya Ali and Fyaz Ali, and 250 followers left for 
‘Sittana.“He moved by easy marches and remained a considerable 
time preaching in each large town on the way. In Dethi he 
stayed for about two months in a large house near the Fateh- 
puri Mosque where he delivered his sermons after the Friday 
prayers. His speeches attracted considerable attention in Delhi, 
so much so, that the last wearer of the Moghal Crown invited 
him to deliver his sermon in his presence at the Fort. It is said 
that the King was deeply impressed by his speech and gave him 
his approbation.’ In his sermon before the King Wilayat Ali 
mentioned the tortures of hell which the unbelievers were to 
suffer after death. One of the King’s courtiers whispered into his 
ears that it was not customary to talk of unpleasant things 
before the King, suggesting that he might speak about the 
pleasure of heaven. But the Maulvi sternly refused to change 
_ his theme, and continued his speech in the same strain, The 
British Resident was also present at the ‘Darbar and after con- 
clusion of the sermon recited some Urdu verse on the virtues of 
asceticism that had been composed by the King himself.? 

The King was so much ii impressed by the sermon that next 
day he sent Maulvi Imam Ali* and Hakim Momin Khan, the 
famous Urdu poet of Delhi, with 50 trays. full of eatables to 
treat the maulvis, and invited them..to: ‘stay im the Fort as his 
guests, But Wilayat Ali for- some’ political reasons declined to 
live in the Fort. When he left Delhi a large ctowd flocked to see 
him off on the other bank of the Jama. By stages he reached 
Khanne ki Sarai where he made a short halt, and met his 
brother Inayat Ali who had come dowa te: receive him. In. order 
to avoid interference by District Officer they decided to leave the 
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-patty behind the charge of Maulvi:Abdullah (son of Wilayat' Ali) 
-and instructed him ¢o send them in small batches, M. Wilayat 
Ali and Inayat Ali reached Swat with their few companions. 
They were most cordially received by Syed Akbar Shah, Chief of 
Swat. The rest!of the party. subsequently- arrived there in small 
batches at regular intervals. Until Wilayat Ali’s arrival Inayat 
Ali was the sole leadet ofthe Wahabis at the Frostier, Camp; ‘He 
was a brave and valiant soldier and a forceful preacher and organi- 
ser. But Wilayat Ali possessed: greater political wisdom and more 
experience than his younger brother. He was one of the earliest 
disciples of Syed Ahmad, dnd ‘had’ lived with him for a° consi- 
-derable time. He had travelled-through Central India, the Decean, 
‘Bombay and.:Sind and learnt to estimate more correctly the 
power of the British Government. He had satisfied his cansci- 
-ence. by performing: ‘Hijrat’ from the ,country governed by his 
enemy (the British), and desired to work patiently for, the pro- 
gress of the movement till the number. of his followers and the 
resources at his,command rendered success probable. He urged 
the impossibility of the small: number of Wahabis, that had so 
farassembled, being able to conquer India and drive away the 
British, and pointed out’ that, apy premature step would only 
‘open the eyes of the.British Government, which if once aroused 
“to the sense of reality @fthe situation would cut off all sources 
of supply through their provinces, But opinion in. the camp was 
divided on the advisability of postponing further military opera- 
tions. To some such a course seemed humiliating and implying 
a want of faith in God and religion. But ultimately Wilayat Ali’s 
good sense prevailed and all formally acknowledged him as the 
-successor of, Syed Ahmad,;, and renewed their discipleship at his 
hand, Wilayat Ali began to preach in the Wahabi colony, and 
salso held military. parades of his followers every day. But he was 
not destined to live long, and died after a short illness in 1854 
at the age of 64 years. 
“Upto this time”, says,the English writer in the Calcutta Re- 
-view 1870, p. 38 it cannot be said that they had taken an acti- 
vely host#e part. against Government without provocation. For 
several years.they had remained inactive in Sind, and although 
they had joined Dost Mqhammad Khan in Kabul war and fought 
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against us at Ghazai, they*had acted ‘under great local pressure. 
The circumstances too were different. The purpose of Kabul War 
was the destruction of the Mohammadan Kingdom, ag¢ the 
Wahabis “in attempting to repel the invaders were only assisting 
their brethern in defending themselves from the unprovoked 
attach of an infidel power.” 

However, after the death of Wilayat Ali, Inayat Ali was the 
principal leader. He wrote to his desciples in Bihar and Bengal 
to exert themselves in advancing their party's cause. 


Non Co-operation, Passive Resistance and Parallel Government 


It is highly interesting to note that the use of the 3 great 
weapons, namely, non-co-operation, passive resistance and estab- 
lishing of parallel Govt. which the congress leaders adopted in 
their fight against the bureaucracy, was originally advocated and 
preached by. the Wahabis in 1854. 

The Wahabi missionaries began to preach (as the English 
writer in the Calcutta Review 1870, p. 393 has put it): 

“Tt is incumbent on musalmans to unite and wage war with 
Kafirs... Those persons who were not in a position to aban- 
don this country and join in a ‘Jihad’ were recommended to 
resist passively, and refrain from all intercourse with their Ka6r 
rulers, to form as it were, @ power within the Government, and 
totally opposed to it. Assistance should not be demanded from 
the infidels, their courts which decreed interest should be avoi- 
ded, and all complaints between brother and brother should be 
decided by the local leaders.” 

A short account of the exertions of the Wahabis in support of 
Inayat Ali is given at page 132 of Ravenshaw Report to the 
Government of Bengal which runs as follows: 

In 1852 a treasonable correspondence was seized by the 
Punjab authorities which disclosed an attempt on the part of the 
Hindustani ‘fanatics’ in the Hills to tamper with the 4th Regi- 
ment of Native Infantry at Rawalpindee. This conspiracy was 
found to have originated at Patna, and in the letters seized, 
mention is made of many of the members of the Sadikpore 
family of Mauivis and of the KAFILAS of men with arms then 
proceeding to the Frontier. One letter from Peshawar, neither 
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signed nor dated states that Maulvi Wilayat Ali and Maulvi 
Inayat Ali, Maulvi Fyaz Ali, Maulvi Yahya Ali, sons of Maulvi 
Elahi Bux Saheb of Azimabad, and Maulvi Faram Ali of Dina- 
pore (a tailor) were encamped at Sittana in glliance with Sayyid 
Akbar Badshah to do battle with Government. This Sayyed 
Akbar, I have before alluded to, was the elected king of the Swat 
Valley. The letter continues...Maulvi Furhut Ali (Hussain) 
brother of Maulvi Wilayat Ali at Azeemabad, and Maulvi 
Ahmadullah brother of Maulvi Fyaz Ali and Yahya Ali at their 
homes and in their villages were collecting money from others 
and sending arms and supplies. Other letters show that men 
and supplies were passed up from Patna through Meerut and 
Rawalpendei, where agents were appointed for their transmission 
to the Frontier for the purpose of jihad.” 

“On the representation of the Punjab Govt. the Magistrate of 
Patna made search in the house of Hussain Ali Khan, the Khan- 
samah of Maulvi Ahmadullah to whom it appeared the letters 
had been directed. As a fact, information was received through 
a native doctor or Hakim, who arrived from Lahore a couple of 
days before the Magistrates’ search, and the Patna conspirators 
were put on their guard, and the correspondence in their houses 
were destroyed. The Magistrate, however reports in his letter to 
Government, dated 10th August 1852, that the Wahabi sect was. 
then on the increase, and that ‘jihad’ was preached in the houses 
of Maulvi Wilayat Ali and Maulvi Ahmadullah, and his father 
Elahi Bux. The Magistrate reports further that those Wahabis 
were in league with the police, and therefore he could not obtain 
reliable information as to their movements, but that Maulvi 
Ahmadullah had assembled 600 or 700 armed men in his pre- 
mises, and was prepared to resist any further prosecution of the 
Magistrate’s enquiries, and to raise the standard of revolt.” 

“The subject was laid before the Government when Lord 
Dalhousie, then Governor General, on the 20th of August 1852, 
recorded a minute to the effect that the fact of treasonable 
correspondence being carried on between Patna and the Fron- 
tier was known to Government, and directing that the Patna 
conspirators should be closely watched.” 

Another minute in Council, dated 7th September 1852 was 
recorded with reference to a communication from the Punjab 
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authority respecting this correspondance, and the necessity for 
hostile operations against the border tribes who were being 
incited by the Bengali and Hindustani fanatics. A prosecution 
‘ensued in which Mohammad ‘Wally’ Regimental ‘Moonshi’ 
of the 4th Native Infantry was tried and convicted at Rawal- 
Ppindee on 12th May 1853. The names of Maulvi Ahamadullah 
and other residents of Patna again appeared in the evidence as 
forwarding supplies to the Frontier.” 

However, Inayat Ali was labouring hard to induce the Pathans 
to support him. He had succeeded in gaining the sympathy of 
the Akhund of Swat and the Sayids of Sittana. But circum- 
stances brought him prematurely into collision with the British 
troops. 


Tnayat Ali's War Against the British 


To the north of Sittana on the right bank of the Indus lay the 
State of Amb which was easily accessible from the plains and 
Sittana, and during the life time of Wilayat Ali, the Wahabi 
recruits from the the plains used to pass through it to Sittana. 
Now Jehandad Khan the ruler of Amb joined hands with the 
English and refused to support the Wahabis. In 1852 a large 
party of Wahabis was plundered while passing through Amb. It 
reached Sittana ragged and starved. Stung by the insult the 
Wahabis summoned to their aid the Akhund of Swat and the 
Sayyeds of Sittana and declared war against Jehandad Khan. 
Inayat Ali moved down from the hills with his troops, and 
advancing into Amb took possession of Ashura. He then crossed 
the hills lying between Ashura and Amb, drove the followers of 
Jehandad Khan into fort, and: taking possession of the valley 
out off all connections with the beseiged, who finding themselves 
unable to cope with the situation hoisted the holy ‘Quoran’ to 
deceive the Wahabis into believing that they were prepared to 
treat them as their brethren. Jehandad Khan feigned to become 
adisciple of Inayat Ali, But he had secretly despatched his 
messenger to the British authorities for assistance, and while the 
Wahabis were enjoying his hospitality, the British troops 
suddenly arrived on the morning of the 3rd day and lined up 
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on the left bank of the Indus opposite Ashura. They quickly 
‘crossed the river and took possession of the pass between 
Ashura and Sittana, Whilst Jehandad encamped on the road to 
Amb and prevented any movement of the Wahabis in that direc- 
‘tion. Inayat Ali realising his danger took the route to Sittana, 
‘and an exciting race took place between him and the British 
‘troops to gain possession of this place. Inayat Ali with the main 
body of his troops succeeded in reaching first, but the rear guard 
-of his force under the command of Karam Ali of Dinapore was 
out to pieces by the British troops, 

.. The butchery of Karam Ali and his men by the British troops 
fired the Wahabis with a bitter hatred of the English. But they 
‘had learnt to be more cautious. Inayat Ali set himself to the 
task of organising a strong force. Drills and military parades 
were held daily, sometimes twice a day, and portions of 
‘Resalah-i-Jihad’ extolling the glories of ‘Jihad’ were recited and 
sung by the recruits. 

Fora few years the Frontier remained undisturbed during 
which Inayat Ali laboured hard and patiently in preaching jihad 
‘against the British. His missionaries had now made followers 
‘among the 55th Native Infantry at Hoti Mardan.‘ The Infantry 
mutineed and fied to the hills bordering on the Swat valley. A 
‘Jarge number of them made their way to Akhund of Swat who 
zassisted them to march over the mountain towards Kashmir, in 
sorder to join their brethren in Hindustan. The rest joined 
Tnayat Ali at Mangal Thana, a strong place at the crest of the 
“mountain west of Sittana. Inayat Ali received them with open 
-arms, but insisted on their conversion to his creed. He then sent 
‘for Mubarak Shah the Chief of the Sayyeds of Sittana who had 
“gone to Swat, and moved down with his whole force and encam- 
ped at Chinghai, a border village, and prepared to invade the 
“Yusufzai Country lying within the British territory. 

“A skilful attempt had been made’’, writes Hunter in Indian 
- Musalmans’ page 22, “to tamper with the 4th Native Infantry 

stationed at Rawalpindee, conveniently near to the Fanatic 
Colony,and one of the Ist Regiments which, on their invading 
“our province would have been sent to act against them. The 
fletters distinctly proved that a regular organisation had been 
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established for passing up men and arms from Bengal to the 
Rebel Colony. At the same time the’ Patna Magistrate reported 
that the rebel sect were on the increase in that city.” 

In the Eastern portion of the Yusufzai Country and not far 
from Chinghai is ‘Nawakela’ whose inhabitants, for some 
reason, were anxious for change of rulers, Inayat Ali knew their 
friendly feelings towards him. He sent 120 horsemen and 200 
foot-soldiers belonging to Mirza Mohammad to take possession 
of the village. This detachment took possession of Nawakela 
and the neighbouring village Sheikhjana. But the success proved 
only temporary. The British sent a strong force against them 
from Hoti Mardan, The invaders were routed and their leader 
was captured and hanged. About a month later Inayat’ Ali 
with his whole force marched to Naringi, a border village in the 
British territory and took possession of it. Information of this 
reached Peshawar and the Deputy Commissioner moved with 
some troops to drive Inayat Ali across the border. In the battle 
that ensued the British force was utterly defeated. They made a 
second attack which was partially successful, and Inayat Ali's 
force retreated to Chinghai and Bagh. After a short time he sent 
a party to Nawakela to make a night attack on Lieutenant 
Horne the Assistant Commissioner. The British camp was 
surprised and routed, and the party returned triumphantly with 
large amount of booty which Inayat Ali distributed among the 
headmen of the hill tribes whom he wanted to win over. While 
he was preparing for another compaign the Indian mutiny of 
1857 broke out, and his communication with, and sources of 
supply from the Patna centre were cut off. He moved from 
Chinghai to Swat where he fell ill and died in 1858. 


Arrests of Wahabi Leaders in 1867 


During the mutiny the Wahabis at the Frontier kept them- 
selves busy in stirring up a spirit of unity and endeavoured hard 
to form a coalition of the Frontier Tribes against the British, but 
they did not take any active part in the rising. 

“In Patna”, says Abdur Rahim (a convict of the Ambala trials. 
of 1864) in his memoirs, “Pir Ali and Asaf Hussain urged on 
my father Maulvi Farhat Hussain to join the rebels, but he did 
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not do so, and prevented his disciples from joining them, 
‘because believed that the rising could not be successful.” 

At the time of the Mutiny Mr. W. Taylor was the Commis- 
‘sioner of Patna, He adopted some highly repressive measure 
against the Wahabi leaders of Patna whom he suspected to have 
organised a conspiracy against the British Government of India. 
He took recourse to a highly dishonourable device to arrest 
three influential Maulvis of Patna named Mohammad Hussain, 
Ahmadullah and Waizul Haque. On the 19th June they were 
invited by the Commissioner to his place, with some other 
respectable citizens of the city of Patna for consultation on ‘the 
state of affairs’. When after consultation some others left the 
place, these three were kept under arrest. “To this day”, wrote 
Taylor a year afterwards, “I look at the detention of these men 
as one of the most successful strokes of policy which I was able 
to carry into execution.” But it was beyond doubt a treacherous 
act on his part which has been justly censured by his successor 
Mr. E.A. Samuells and some English writers. Kaye observes: 
“to invite men to a friendly conference, and when actually 
the guests of a British Officer, seize their persons, ‘is not 
only very like treachery, but is treachery itself” (Kaye, Vol. 
III, pp. 83-84). Forrest considers it a matter of regret that 
“the mode of arrest was not more in accordance with faith and 
Honour.”> 

However the three Maulvis were kept in detention for about 
3 months, After their release the Government thought that Mr. 
Taylor’s methods were highly questionable and dismissed him 
from the post of Commissioner. His successor Mr. Samuells 
adopted conciliatory measures towards the Wahabis, and induced 
Ahmadullah to accept the post of Deputy Collector under him. 
Ahmadullah, however, did not hold the post long, and soon 
resigned on the ground of his private occupations. This is all 
that apparently happened concerning the Wahabis of Patna 
during the mutiny of 1857. 

After the death of Inayat Ali Maulvi Maqsud Ali, a Bihari, 
had taken charge of the Wahabi Colony at Sittana. Maulvi 
Abdullah, the eldest son of Wilayat Ali who had previously been 
in Swat with his father and had returned to Patna after his 
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death, now resolved to go back to the Frontier where he was. 
well known to his father’s disciples. He hurriedly sold off his. 
properties and left Patna with his family for Mecca to perform 
‘haj’ and from there returned direct to Swat, where Syed Akbar 
Shah the Chief of the Tribe was a friend of his deceased father- 
and uncle. 


British Military Expeditions to the Frontier 


From 1850 to 1858 the Wahabis had kept the Frontier Tribes. 
in a Chronic State of hostility against the British, The Govern- 
ment had sent out 16 distinct expeditions to the Frontier aggre- 
gating 33000 Regular Troops;* and had suffered heavy losses. 
without any appreciable result. Now they decided to send a 
strong force consisting of 219 Artillery 551. cavalry and 4017 
Infantary, under General Sir Sidney Cotton. After a series of 
attacks General Cotton burned some villages belonging to the 
allies of the Wahabis, raised two forts, and destroyed the Wahabi 
settlement of Sittana. The Wahabis fell back in the fastness of 
the Muhaban Mountains. But so little was their power shaken 
that a new settlement at Mulka was immediately granted them 
by the neighbouring tribes. The Wahabis remained there quietly. 
for two years, partly owing to their sufferings in the engagement. 
with British force, but chiefly owing to the defection of Atmanzai, 
tribe, who had refused to pay donation to the Wahabi move- 
ment, and killed Sayid Umar Shah who was deputed to collect. 
it, while the Wahabis were organising themselves at Mulka. 
The British settled the lands in Sittana with the tribesmen who 
had resisted the Wahabi agent. 


Maulvi Abdullah Assumes Leadership 


But soarcely two years had elapsed before the Wahabis 
regained their influence. In 1861 they advanced from Mulka 
and fortified themselves just above their old settlement of 
Sittana.’ About this time Maulvi Maqsud Ali died, and Maulvi 
Abdullah of Patna was unanimously elected as chief leader of the 
Wahabis at Mulka. Again recruits from Bihar, Bangal and U.P. 


NS 
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began to flock at the Camp. In July 1863 they boldly reoccupied 
Sittana. Their regular fighting force at this time consisted of 13 
Jamaits or Regiments of 130 men each, commanded by a Jamadar 
with 2 subordinate officers under him.’ Finding that their 
strength had increased sufficiently to hope for success in their 
compaign against the British, they invaded the British Indian 
territory on the 7th September 1863, and a week later issued a 
formal declar: of war against them, calling upon all good 
Musalmans to join the Jihad. The Government sent a British 
Army of 7000 men under General Sir Neville Chamberlain 
on the 18th October, 1863. The General made several attacks 
and inflicted some losses on the tribal forces and the Wahabis, 
but in spite of reinforcements he found it impossible to advance 
into the famous Ambeyala.® “The truth is”, says Hunter, 
“that the plan of the compaign had completely failed.” The 
British now took recourse to diplomatic methods. On the 16th 
December they succeeded in winning over the Bonair tribes, the 
defection of which proved a serious blow to the Wahabi force. 
Some other tribes also deserted, and in less thana week the 
British force, guided by the Bonairs, occupied Mulka and reduced 
it to ashes. The remnants of the Wahabi force with their leader 
M. Abdullah of Patna took refuge in the mountainous part of 
Afghanistan and engaged themselves in preparing for another 
war. At the end of this compaign the Government of the Punjab 
recorded its regret that “it had come to aclose without our 
having been able either to drive out the Hindustani fanatics, or 
to induce them to surrender and to return to their homes in 
Hindustan.” 





Ambala Trials of 1864 


“The trial of 1864”, says Hunter, “was the natural outcome 
of the dissastrous war of 1863.” 

Exasperated by thé defeat and the consequent loss of prestige, 
the British Govt. set up a special machinary to deal ruthlessly 
with the Wahabi movement in the different provinces of India. 
But the movement was so widely spread that the Govt. did not 
know where to begin. However, in May 1863, one Khaizan 
Khan (Dr. Guzan Khan) a sowar in the service of the Punjab , 
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Govt., while going on his usual round near Ambala saw 4 
foreigners proceeding along the road. From their appearance 
he found that they belonged to the Wahabi creed. The Pathan 
had some personal grudge against the Wahabis. He at once put 
them under arrest and sent them up for trial before the 
Magistrate. But the Magistrate found no evidence of guilt 
against the Wayfarers, and ordered them to be released. But the 
sowar had learnt from them that they were emissaries from 
Mulka on their way to their homes in the lower provinces to 
arrange for fresh supply of men and money to the Wahabi 
Camp. He took their release as an affront to his dignity, and 
made up his mind to take revenge. He sent his son to act as spy 
at Sittana, The youth joined the Wahabis at the Camp and 
pretended to be a follower of their creed, and after living with 
them for some time, returned to his father with the information 
that supplies of men and money were regularly received 
from Bengal and Bihar, and that Yahya Ali was the head 
of the organisation at Patna, and Mohammad Jafar of 
Thaneswar was the chief link between the Patna Centre and the 
Frontier colony. The sowar placed the whole information before 
the police officer at Ambala, who already had in his possession 
the records of the cases against the sepoys of the Indian Infantry 
and Munshi Md. Wali, in which the names of Yahya Ali, 
Abmadullah, and others had conspicuously appeared. The police 
Officer, Parsons made investigation and arrested Mohammad 
Jafar of Thaneswar, Mohammad Shafi, the meat supplier to 
the British force in the Punjab, and Husaini of Thaneswar. 
Jafar in his ‘Tawarikh-i-Ajid’ describes the events as follows: 
“Parsons triumphantly proceeded with us by ‘Shikram’ (country 
carriage) to Delhi. Before being put in the carriage, I was bound 
hand and feet in fetters and chains, and an iron hoop with 
chain was put round my neck, and rope was tied to it, the other 
end of which was held by a armed constable at my back. 
Parsons and a police inspector with loaded pistols sat close to 
my right and left. Every now and then Parsons threatened to 
shoot me, if I attempted to make the slightest move. From 
Aligarh to Delhi we were not allowed to get down even for call 
of nature, nor was any food supplied. At the prayer time we 
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said our prayers as we were sitting. Thus bound in iron we 
were brought to the Bungalow of the District Superintendent 
where we were locked up in an underground cell, as if we were 
to be buried alive. Next day we were taken to Karnal and from 
there to Ambala where we reached late in the night. In this way 
without food or water we were put in separate cells which were 
made for prisoners to be hanged. We were kept confined in 
these cells.till the beginning of April. 

“Next morning Parsons accompanied with Major Wakefield 
the D.I.G. and Captain Tighe the Dy. Commissioner arrived 
at my cell and told me that it would be good for me to disclose 
the whole facts concerning this case. I replied that I had nothing 
to say. Thereupon Parsons used all sorts of threats and then 
began to beat-me. When they saw that the beating had reached 
its limit and nothing could be extracted from me, they gave up 
their hopes and left the place. The suffering of torture and 
‘cruelty made me sure that they would not spare me my life. I 
had missed some fasts in the month of Ramzan and therefore 
decided to fast next day. Early next morning while I was 
fasting, Parsons arrived and after some flogging took me on his 
carriage to the Dy. Commissioner’s Bungalow where Major 
Wakefield had also arrived. Now they flattered me and told me 
that they were prepared to promise in writing that if I agreed to 
-disclose the names of other abetters and conspirators, they 
would not only set me free, but would also get me appointed to 
a high post. But in case of refusal I would be hanged. When I 
refused, Parsons spoke to them in English and then took me to 
a separate room and started beating. I do not know if anyone 
has received so much flogging asI did at his hands between 
8 a.m. and 8 p.m. But I bore it patiently and prayed to God to 
keep me firm in this trial. At 8 p.m. when their hopes were 
‘frustrated they sent me back to the jail. Outside the Bungalow I 
ate leaves of trees to break my fast, and on arrival at the jail I 
-ate the bread which was kept for me, and went to sleep.” 

The arrest of Jafar, Shafi and Hussaini was followed by the 
arrests of Elahi Baksh a merchant of Patna, his servant Husaini 
-of Patna,‘Abdul Karim,-a servant of the accused Mohammad 
‘Shafi, Qazi Mian: Jan of Bengal, and Abdul Ghaffar, an assis- 
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tant of the accused Jafar. Shortly after this Parsons came- 
to Patna. He took Mr. Alexender the Magistrate and. 
large number of armed constables with him and made a 

surprise raid on the house of Ahmadullah at Sadikpore. 

They did not find him at his house as he had gone to Calcutta 

to attend the Viceroy’s durbar, but subjected Maulvi Yahya Ali, 

Abdur Rahim, his servant Abdul Ghaffar and other inmates of © 
the house, to volleys of questions regarding their occupation 

and connections with the Wahabis Movement. They inspected 

even the Zenana apartments of the house, and after a thorough 

search left the house without making any arrest. 

On the 3rd day they suddenly arrived again and seized all. 
manuscripts, documents, letters, books and papers which they 
could lay their hands on, and ordered Yahya Ali to execute bail 
bond in the sum of Rs. 10,000 which his nephew Hakim Abdul, 
Hamid immidiately furnished. They then took Abdur Rahim, 
and his servant in custody and sent them to hajat as under trial 
prisoners. After a couple of days they ordered them to be 
removed to jail, and within a fortnight they cancelled the ball. 
bond of Yahya Ali and sent him also to jail. After thus keeping 
them in jail for a month and a half, they sent them up by rail to- 
Ambala to stand their trial for abetment of waging war against. 
the queen. 

“There”, says Abdur Rahim in his memoirs (p. 64), ‘we found: 
Munshi Mohammad Jafar, Mohammad Shafi and his nephew 
Abdul Karim, Hussaini of Patna, Hussaini of Thaneshwar, Moaz- 
zam Sardar of Bengal and Abdul Ghaffar of Hazaribagh dis- 
trict. After 2 or 3 days Qazi Mian Jan of Bengal also arrived. We 
were confined in separate cells which were about 5 feet in length 
and 4 feet in width. They were extremely dark and narrow and 
had only one small aperture in the high roof for letting in light, 
and air for breathing. Eleven persons were thus kept for nearly 
3 months. The doors of the cells were opened only once in 24. 
hours when a Jamadar used to come with 3 sepoys, a cook, and. 
a sweeper and a water carrier. The cook supplied 2 breads and. 
some dal, the water carrier poured some water in the pot, and. 
the sweeper cleaned the commode ..After 3 months the case 
was opened in the court of the Magistrate, and we were remov-- 
ed from the ‘graves’ (cells) where we had been buried alive; and. 
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were transferred to other rooms within the same jail where we 
had the pleasure of having a view of the sky, and of seeing one- 
another after 3 months. 

“The trial at the Magistrate’s Court continued for about 2 
months, during which the prisoners were taken to the Court in 
the custody of the Police and the mililary. At the prayer time 
the prisoners wanted to say their prayers, but the Magistrate 
declined to suspend the proceedings. The prisoners said that. 
they did not want suspension of the proceedings and he might 
go on with his work while they performed their prayers. The: 
Magistrate angrily said that the prisoners would not be allowed. 
to go out of the room, and thereupon they performed their 
prayers where they stood, At the next sitting the Magistrate: 
ordered the prisoners to perform their prayers outside the room 
under surveillance of armed sepoys with loaded rifles and fixed. 
bayonets.” 7 

A large number of people including representatives of news- 
Papers used to come to the court to see the trial. One of the: 
prisoners namely Md. Shafi the meat supplier to the British 
forces in the Punjab engaged an English lawyer Johnson for his. 
defence, and advised the Patna Wahabis to engage one for their 
defence also. But Yahya Ali refused to be defended, and took 
no part in the proceeding. At the end of the proceeding the 
Magistrate committed the 11 accused to the court of the sessions. 
judge of Ambala. 

Now Shafi engaged Mr. Goodall, an English lawyer and told 
Abdur Rahim that it was necessary to put up a strong defence 
for all, as all were in the same boat. On the recommendation of 
Mr. Goodall, Plowden a well known lawyer was engaged on 
behalf of the Patna Wahabis, on payment of Rs. 21,000 as fees, 
besides fooding and travelling expesnes. Plowden applied to the- 
sessions judge for permission to see the prisoners in jail but his. 
prayer was rejected. He then appealed to the Judicial Commis-. 
sioner with the same result, and ultimately appealed to the Lt. 
Governor of the Punjab and succeeded in obtaining the per- 
mission. 

However, the case opened and the police produced more than. 
50 persons as witness for the prosecution. Jafar in his Tawarikh~ 


28 WAHABI MOVEMENT 


i-Ajib states that all these witnesses were induced by threats of 
‘being hanged, and were kept in custody till their evidence was 
recorded. Both Jafar and Abdur Rahim in their respective 
memoirs say that a boy aged 14, who was the inmate of the 
farmers’ house had been tutored to make certain statement 
against the accused, but at the time of giving evidence he forgot 
to make that statement, and on his return from the court the 
unfortunate boy was beaten to death. “The manner in which 
the evidence was procured’, says the writer of the memoirs, 
“may be guessed from this one fact alone.” 

Hunter has observed, “that the heads of the way side hospices 
were men of diverse ranks of life, all devoted to the overthrow 
of the British Rule, and each president of the local committee of 
‘conspirators. Yahya Ali showed an admirable knowledge of 
character in selecting these men, for neither fear of detention, 
nor hope of reward induced a single one of them to appear 
against their leader in the hour of his fall.”” 

The inference is therefore clear that the witnesses examined 
‘were not the men who were really acquainted with the facts of 


the case, 
However, the English counsel argued very ably on behalf of 


‘the Patna Wahabis, but it was of no avail. On 2nd May 1264 
the Judge Sir Herbert Edwards delivered his judgement summing 
up the guilts of the accused in these words: 

“It is proved against the prisoner Yahya Ali that he has been 
the main spring of the great treason which this trial has laid 
bare. He has been the religious preacher spreading from his 
mosque at Patna, under the most solemn sanctions the hateful 
principles of the cresentade. He has enlisted subordinate agents 
to collect money and preach the Moslem Jihad (war against the 
infidels). He has deluded hundreds and thousands of his country- 
men into treason and rebellion. He has plunged the Govt. of 
India by his intrigues into’ a Frontier War which has cost 
hundred of lives. He is a highly educated man who can plead 
no excuse of ignorance what he has done, he has done with fore- 
thought, resolution and bitterest treason. He belongs to a here- 
ditary disloyal and fanatical family. 

“2. It is proved against the prisoner Rahim that at his house 
‘those treasons have been carried on. In his premises the Bengali 
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cresentaders gathered and were lodged. It was his servant who 
kept the treasure, fed recruits and remitted the subscriptions to. 
the Fanatics and it was his brother-in'law Yahya Ali who 
Preached treason at the door of his Zenana. His ability is. 
inferior to Yahya Ali’s and he is not so conspicuous, but he. 
has done what in him lay against the state. 

“3. Itis proved against Elahi Baksh that he has been the. 
channel through which the Patna Maulvis forwarded the funds. 
they collected upcountry to Jaffir (Jafar) at Thaneshwar to be. 
passed on the Mulka and Sittana. 

“4. It is proved against Husaini of Patna that he is a 

servant of Elahi Baksh, that he has been employed by 
him in effecting remittance for treasonable Purpose, that a 
large sum of gold mchurs were received by him from Abdul. 
Ghaffar under order of Yahya Ali, that he sewed them up. 
in a jacket, and so brought them upcountry from Patna to 
Delhi where he delivered them as he had been ordered, to the 
prisoner ‘Jaffar’. It is also proved that he carried up money 
orders for Rs. 6,000/- and he thoroughly understood the treason- 
able nature of the service on which he was engaged. 
“5. Itis proved against Qazi Mian Jan that he preached and 
recruited for cresentade in Bengal, and that he has been an 
active agent of Patna conspirators and the fanatics in the hills, 
collecting and remitting funds and forwarding letters etc. The 
most treasonable correspondence has been found in his house 
from both Patna and Mulka, showing also that he had 3 or 4 
aliases, 

“6, It is proved against Abdul Karim that he was the confiden- 
tial ageht of Md. Shafi (the meat supplier) in cashing the Patna 
money order for treasonable purposes, and that he was in 
communication with Yahya Ali concerning the purposes. 

“7, Tt is proved against the prisoner Husaini of Thaneshwar 
that he was a confidential agent and go between of the prisoner 
Mad. Jaffir and Md. Shafi in those treasons, and that he was seized 
in the act of conveying 200 pieces of gold from Jaffir to Md. 
Shafi for remittance to the Queen’s enemies. 

“It is proved against Abdul Ghaffar No. 2 that he was disciple 
of Yahya Ali, that Yahya Ali deputed him to be the assistant of 
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the prisoner Jaffir in the Bebel recruiting depot at Thaneshwar, 
and that he did so assist, and that he corresponded with the 
prisoner Yahya Ali on treasonable matter.” (Paras 182-184 of 
the judgement in appeal by the Judicial Commissioner of the 
Punjab dated 24th August 1864 ) 

As to the character of Jafar, the Judge had remarked * hosti- 
lity, treasonable activity and mischievious ability of this prisoner. 
He is an educated man and a headman in his village, there is no 
doubt of his guilt and no palliation of it.” 

It is unnecessary to give further details of the proceeding. 
The judge sentenced the 3 principal accused namely Yahya Ali, 
Jafar and Shafi to death, and the remaining eight accused to 
transportation for life with confiscation of the properties of all. 

Jafar and Yahya Ali received their sentences not only with 
indifference but with an expression of pleasure at the prosrect 
of being hanged. A number of Europeans and some police 
officers, says Jafir, asked him “why he was so pleased when he 
-ought to weep,” and he replied that according to his religion 
martyrdom in the cause of God was the greatest merit that one 
could obtain. “At the time of delivering his judgement”, adds 
Jafar, “the judge turned towards me, and said, you have dec- 
lined to plead and have not made the slightest pretention to 
Joyalty. Now I will have the pleasure of seeing you hanged, and 
‘even your corpse will not be handed over to your relatives but 
will be ignominiously buried in the jail cemetery.” To this I 
simply replied that “God alone knows whether you or I will die 
first.” “Strange to narrate”, adds Jafar, ‘“‘the judge died of some 
epidemic shortly afterwards, and not many months had elapsed 
when Parsons became insane and died a lunatic.” 

However, the judge forwarded the records of the case to the 
chief court for confirmation of the sentence of death. While 
preparations were being made for hanging, the Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Ambala came to the convicts and told them that since 
the Govt. did not like to fulfil their desires of being martyrs, the 
court has altered the sentences of death passed on them to that 
of transportation for life. . 

Hunter (p. 68) observes that “the British author ies took the 
wise revenge of denying even to _the most treasonable of them 
‘the glory of martyrdom.” But it is a sad reflection on the 
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British administration of justice that the judgement of even their 
highest tribunal was not free from subtle political consideration. 


‘Patna Trial of 1864 

It has already been stated that at the time of the arrest of 
Yahya Ali and others at Sadikpore, Ahmadullah was in Calcutta 
to attend the Viceroy’s Darbar. Although he had once been 
arrested on suspicion and kept in detention by Mr. Taylor in 
1857, he had generaily kept matters smooth with the British 
authorities. Now he assumed full charge of the Patna Centre 
and devoted himself solely to the reorganisation of the move- 
ment which had received a severe setback by the arrest of his 
“elder brother Yahya Ali. 

At the same time his activities were being closely watched by 
the C.L.D., and on the Sth November 1864, he was arrested on 
the charge of conspiracy to wage war against the Queen. But as 
he was one of the most prominent and influential persons in 
Patna, the Govt. could not find suitable persons to appear as 
witnesses against him. From the very nature of the case 
against him it was necessary that the witnesses should be 
persons who could depose to their having connection with the 
movement and to have first hand knowledge of the conspiracy. 
The authorities therefore requested the Govt. of the Punjab 
‘to detain some of the convicts of the Ambala Trial, and to 
induce them by threats of punishment and hopes of reward 
to appear as witnesses against Ahmadullah. 

“While we were suffering from pangs of hunger and had eaten 
‘up even the grass that we found in the jail”, says Abdur Rahim 
in his memoirs (p. 69), “Efforts were made to implicate anyhow 
Maulvi Ahmadullah in the case, and ‘one Majibuddin a Tahsil- 
-dar, who was in the jail with us at that time, was selected for 
the purpose of inducing us to give evidence against the Maula- 
na, on promise of freedom and return of our forfeited property. 
His ‘majic’ took effect first on Md. Shafi and his nephew Abdul 
Karim, who at once agreed to be witnesses. They were granted 
all sorts of comforts and were supplied with excellent food 
incl:ding ‘Polao’, ‘Shirmal’ and cream etc., and soon became 
plump and happy. These two now began to induce others, to 
whom they, swore that, they were addressing them as their best 
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friends. Elahi Baksh merchant of Patna (convict) fell into the 
trap...The Deputy’ Commissioner ‘now desired that negotia 
tion for cessation of hostility be opened through me with my 
cousin Maulvi Abdullah who had fought against the British 
Army in Ambeyala pass, and was in Afghanistan.” 

“Md. Shafi, Abdul Karim, Elahi Baksh and myself were there~ 
fore detained, while Md. Jafar and other prisoners were sent to 
Lahore.” 

A substantial corroboration of the above statement is found 
in a proceeding of the Lt. Governor of the Punjab No. 1451 
dated 18th October 1865 which we quote below: 

“The Lt. Governor having had under consideration the 
document noted in the margin, is pleased to record the follow- 


ing remarks and orders: 


1, Judgement of Judicial 
Commissioner in case of the 
Crown Versus Md. Shafee and 
2 others, dated 24th August 
1864, affirming the conviction 
of the sessions judge of Umbala 
of abetment of waging war 
against the Queen u/s 121 
LP.C. 

2. Docket from the Judicial 
Commissioner’s No. 655 dated 
2mh March forwarding for 
formal consideration and 
report by the Deputy Com- 
missioner of Umbala of the 
services rendered by the 
_convicts Md, Shafi and Abdul 
Karim in the matters of prose- 
cution of Maulvi Ahmadullah 
of Patna. 

3. Letter from Secy. to 
Government of Bengal No. 510 
dated 26.7.64 regarding pardon 
to be granted to Elahi Bakhsh 
for services rendered in the 





In his judgement dated the 
24th August 1864, the Judicial 
Commissioner recommended. 
that some remission of the 
sentence of transportation for 
life passed against all the 
persons under Sec. 121 of the 
Indian Penal Code be granted 
in the case of the following: 
Abdur Rahim, Elahi takhsh, 
Md. Shafee, Abdul Ghaffar of 
Patna, Abdul Ghaffar of 
Ambala, Abdul Karim, 
Husainee son of Mangoo of 
Patna, Husaini son of 
Mohammad Bukhsh = of 
Thaneshwar. No action was 
taken at the time’ of those: 
recommendations, _ enquiries. 
being then on foot resulted in 
the prosecution of another of 
the ring leaders which led to 
the discovery of important 
evidence against Ahmadullah 
and further persuaded Elahi 
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prosecution of Maulvi { Bakhsh their fellow convict 
Ahmadullah, to make a full and circum- 
stantial confession. The latter 
accordingly appeared as a wit- 
ness at the trial of Ahmadullah 
and give evidence which was 
considered truthful and reliable 
both by the sessions court and 
the High Court of Bengal, and 
materially aided the conviction 
of the prisoners. The services 
of Md. Shafi and Abdul Karim 
were reported for favourable 
consideration through the Judi- 
cial Commissioner. Those of 
Elahi Bukhsh have now been 
brought tothe notice of the 





Government by the Honourable Lt. Governor of Bengal who 
recommends that he be granted a pardon, conditional or 
otherwise, and that this house at Patna forfeited under orders 
of the criminal court of the Province be restored to him, and 
sum of Rs. 500/- granted out of the proceeds of his other effects. 
In consideration of the services rendered by him in accordance 
with the recommendation of the Govt. of Bengal, the Lt, 
Goyernor of Bengal is pleased to remit the sentence of trans- 
portation for life passed against the prisoner Elahi Baksh and 
to direct the release from confinement on his accepting the 
following terms: 

“In consideration of the services rendered by Md. Shafee and 
Abdul Karim, since conviction and recommendation of the Judi- 
cial Commissioner in their behalf, the Lt. Governor is pleased to 
remit the sentence of transportation for life passed against these 
Prisoners and to direct their release from confinement under the 
conditions as those detailed in the case of Elahi Bakhsh”... 
The sentence of forfeiture passed against Abdul Karim will 
remain. 

*Upon recommendation of the Judicial Commissioner, the 
Lt. Governor is pleased to reduce the sentence of transportation 
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for life passed against the prisoner Abdul Ghaffar of Ambala 
and Husaini son of Mangoo to 10 years rigorous imprisonment 
... The Lt. Governor sees no sufficient. ground for remitting or 
reducing the sentence passed against Abdur Rahim and Abdul 
Ghaffar of Patna.” 


Sd/- T. H. Thornson, 
Secretary to Govt.” 
Punjab 


Thus Ahmadullah the last great Wahabi leader of Patna was 
convicted mainly on the evidence of the convicts in the Ambala 
Trial The judge at Patna sentenced him to the last penalty of 
the law, with forfeiture of all his properties. But like the final 
decision in the Ambala Trial, the sentence of death passed on 
Ahmadullah, was altered by the high court to that of Transpor- 
tation for life. Ahmadullah was thus ordered’ to be transported 
to Port Blair (Andamans) on 13th April 1865, where he was 
subsequently joined by his brother Yahya Ali, his nephew 
Abdur Rahim and his sincere colleagues Jafar, convicts of the 
Ambala case on the 11th Jan. 1866. The following letter (No. 
150 dated 12th May 1865) from G. F. Cockburn Esqr., Com- 
missioner of Patna Division to the Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal 
shows that the conviction of Ahmadullah actuated one of his 
admirers to make a murderous assault on Mr. Ainslie the judge 
“Para 2”. “The Common belief is that prisoner Behari alias 
Kareem Buksh who has been convicted on the 24th April 1865. 
and sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for 10 years for the 
offence of attempt to murder Mr. Ainslie, was actuated by the 
desire to revenge the conviction of Ahmadullah who had heen 
convicted for a political offence.” 


Confiscation of Properties and Destruction of Graves 


Shortly after the transportation of the Patna Wahabis the 
Govt. started proceeding for confiscation of their properties. 
The Zamindari estate of Maulvi Ahmadullah alone had annual 
income of about 20,000/-. We find from a letter from R. P. 
Jenkins Esqr., Commissioner of Patna Division to the Secretary 


(RESUMPTION OF ACTIVITIES IN 1850 35 


to Govt. of Bengal, No. 318 dated 27th November 1867, that 
even the villages granted by Ahmadullahfin perpetual lease to 
his wife in lieu of her dowry prior to arrest, were not spared, 


‘The letter runs as follows: 
“That the estates of the Wahabis has been confiscated. That 


most. Bashiran w/o Maulvi Ahmadullah of Sadikpore has set 
up a claim asserting that previous to his arrest her husband had 
granted her a lease in perpetuity of the same in lieu of marriage 
dowry. The deed was registered on 2nd Sept. 1864. Maulvi 
Abmadullah was arrested on Sth Nov. 1864 and finally convic- 
ted and sentenced to transportation for waging war against 
the Queen on 13th April 1865”...... “The lease covers 8 
annas of mauzah Bhooyee, and 4 annas of mauzah Russulpore 
Bijay Gopalpore etc, etc. The gross rent of mauzah Bhooyee is 
Rs, 7510/6/9; and deducting from it Rs. 2026/10/8 for Govt. 
Revenue and Rs, 751/- for collection charge, their is a clear 
balance of Rs. 4723/- old annas which at 16 years purchase 
gives Rs. 75568/- the market value of the estate.” “The gross 
rent of 4 annas of other estates comprised in the lease appears 
‘to be nearly Rs. 823/-. The Magistrate fears that the lady may 
successfully prove her claim, but still advises the Govt. to con- 
fiscate and take the risk. Mr. Rivers Thomson, Legal Remem- 
brancer, in his letter No. 229 dated 17th February 1868, while 
recognising the claims of most Bashiran advises the Govt. to 
zetain the lands and to intimate to the claimant that Govt. 
would not relinquish until the validity of the deed was establish- 
-ed in Court of Law.” But the most objectionable, and we may 
say, inhuman, part played by the British authorities in connec- 
tion with the confiscation properties was the deliberate destruc- 
tion of the graves of the Wahabi’s ancestors. Abdur Rahim 
in his memoirs (page 144) describes the site of the Sadikpore 
‘house as he saw after his return from the Andamans as follows: 

“In the morning I went to Sadikpore. There I saw that our 
houses had been demolished and turned into levelled grounds, 
‘and bazar and municipal buildings had been erected over them, 
I wanted to visit the cemetery where our ancestors had been 
buried for 14 generations, particularly I wanted to visit my 
‘parents graves to say ‘fatiha’ (requiem) and pray for their salva- 
tion. But all efforts to locate them were in vain. After thorough 
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search and taxing my memory, it appeared that the municipal 
building had been erected over the graves. “Oh Readers”, 
words cannot describe the grief that I felt at this treat- 
ment to our deads. It makes hairs stand on end to think of 
it. I fail to understand why oar ancestor’s graves were dugout in 
punishment for our guilt, and the cemetery was subjected to. 
confiscation.”® Hunter (p. 90) has given some description of the 
Sadikpore house, on the site of which stand the present munici- 
pal offices and other buildings. It is as follows: 

“Long before the trial of 1864, the place was known through- 
out India as the hospice of the Reformed sect. The building lay 
on the left hand side of Sadikpore lane, with a considerable 
frontage, and ran back some distance from the street. Their 
exteriors had the mournful look which the brick and stucco 
buildings of India assume the first wet season, and which pre- 
sents such a squalid contrast to our preconception of the gor~ 
geous East. The most important edifice of the group was a very 
plain mosque in which public prayer was offered each day, and 
a ‘Khutba’ or sermon on every Friday.” 
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The Aftermath 


‘The transportation of the Maulvis and confiscation of their 
properties ruined the Sadikpore family of the Wahabis. But it 
did not put an end to the movement, 

“Levies of money and man went on as before” writes Hunter 
(p. 68) and a special establishment had to be organised to deal 
with the conspiracy. At the moment, the cost of watching the 
Wahabis and keeping them within bounds amounts ina single 
province to as much as would suffice for the administration, 
Judicial and criminal, of a British District containing one third 
of the whole of Scotland.” ’ 

After the removal of Yahya Ali and Ahmadullah their disci- 
‘ples secretly carried on the missionary work in Patna. Maulvi 
‘Mobarak Ali became the principal leader at Patna, and Ibrahim 
Mandal and Amiruddin were his principal agents in thé dis- 
tricts of Santhal Parganas and Maldah respectively. These were 
visited from time to time by emissaries from the Wahabi Colony 
at Sittana’ on the North West Frontier where Maulvi Fayaz 
Ali, brother of Ahmadullah, Maulvi Abdullah, the eldest son 
‘of Wilayat Ali, Maulvi Buksh and Hafiz Husamuddin were 
actively engaged in attempting to unite the tribes for war against 
the British Government. 

The special department organised by the Government made 
‘several arrests in the Santhal Parganas. Ibrahim Mandal of 
Islampore, and some other Wahabis were prosecuted and sen- 
‘tenced to imprisonment for life. 

In December 1868 the C.I.D. arrested Mobarak Ali, Khur- 
‘shed Ali, Babur Ali, Mohammad Ismail and Choonee of Patna 
under Regulation III of 1818. These arrests were made on the 
‘statement of Amir Ali and Boodan Lal who were dismissed 
servants of Khurshed Ali, and Elahi Bakhsh (already mentioned 
‘as one of the convicts of Ambala trial who had turned an 
approver and given evidence against Ahmadullah). The Govt. 
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subsequently released the last named three persons and prose- 
cuted the first two only who were sentenced to long terms of 
imprisonment. 

Some details of the activities of the C.I.D. against the Waha- 
bis may be gleamed from the letter No. 339 dated 28th Novem- 
ber 1868, from the Deputy Inspector General Police to the 
Inspector General Police Lower Provinces, found in the collec- 
tion of the Record Office of the Political Department, which 
runs as follows: 

“Finding that there was nothing further to be done at Raj- 

mahal, after Ibrahim Mandal had been secured, I applied to 
the district superintendent of Maldah to find out what evidence 
could be had against one of the chief leaders in that district, 
Maulvi Ameeroodean. The district superintendent writes to say 
that he has already sent up some witnesses and hopes to prove 
the charge against the Maulvi. 
* “2. T found that Maulvi Inaetoollah who had given informa- 
tion to the Commissioner of Rajshaye and the Magistrate of 
that district, was wellknown in the districts of Maldah and 
Rajmahal, and was Jikely to know more about Ibrahim, I felt 
also that if one of the Maulvis gave evidence against their 
leader it was likely to have a good effect*in breaking up that 
union that appeared to exist among them. I accordingly applied 
to Mr. Alexander, Magistrate of Rajshaye, to send Inaetoollah 
to me at Rajmahal which he did with a S.I. of Police who 
had been employed in making enquiries into this matter. 
On arrival of Inaetoollah,...especially the 5 persons who 
made an open confession before the Asstt. Commissioner of 
Rajmahal, identified him at once as one of the agents who 
received the sums of money which were collected for their pur~ 
pose. 

“3. I accordingly produced Maulvi Inaetoollah as a witness. 
He was duly sworn and examined in presence of Ibrahim Man- 
dal (who cross questioned him on several points) I beg to sub- 
mit copy of his evidence for the information of the Inspector 
General. ° 

“4. Another man Sudderoodeen also informed Nobokisto 
that while with Hindoostanees, he had seen the ‘Cossids’ (mes~ 
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sengers) who took up money to the Hindoostanees beyond the 
Frontier, and he could point out two or three of the men at 
Patna. 

“5. From all I learnt it was clear that Patna was the link 
between Bengal and the Frontier, and after the information 
contained in Inaetoollah’s evidence, and the statement made 
by Sudderoodeen, I felt I ought to try what could be done at 
Patna, 

“6. The Inspector General is aware that I applied to Babu 
Ishri Pershad to help me in these enquiries at Patna, But he 
pleaded that he was preparing to pass his examination, and 
would prefer being sent away from Monghyr, Moonshi Elal 
Bux the Extra Assistant attached to the circle was at this time 
engaged in the district of Purneah in investigation of a case of 
murder which Colonel Ration had directed him to take up at 
the request of the Magistrate of the district I therefore deter- 
mined to send for Moonshi Elahi Bux and until his arrival to 
make enquiries about the cossids named by Sudderoodeen, 
through Nobokisto Ghosh, who next to Ishri Pershad, had done 
good services in the former enquiries under captain Parsons. 

“7. I took opportunity of taking with me Hadjee Mohamad 
whom I made over to the district superintendent of Patna 
requesting him to send the man to the Deputy Commissioner of 
Umballah, giving him a copy of the order of the Govt. regard- 
ing the Hadjee. 

“§. [had seen the Magistrate of Patna Mr. Drummond and 
he also advised me to employ Elahi Bux on those enquiries. I 
accordingly requested the district superintendent of Purneah to 
direct Elahi Bux to return without delay to Patna. 

In the meantime in pursuance of my instruction Nobokisto 
reached Patna with Sudderoodeen. I then sent demiofficial 
letters to the Commisstoner, the Magistrate and the superinten- 
dent informing them of his arrival. After two or three demioffi- 
cial notes from the Commissioner, I received a telegram from 
the Govt. directing me to send Nobokisto away from Patna 
at once. The orders were carried out with out delay. It was my 
intention. If I succeeded in finding anyone of the cossids and 
they confessed, to push on at once with them to Banaras so as 
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not to interfere with the enquiries at Patna. But I regret to state, 
I was disappointed. 

“9, The Commissioner has remarked that my taking Nobo- 
kisto to Patna was injudicious, after all that had occurred, I have 
explained why [ took him there. Sudderoodeen had confidence 
in Nobokisto, and was likely to do more with him than with a 
stranger. Nobokisto had been acquitted of every charge brought 
against him at Patna. The Govt. had restored him to his post, 
and his recent services in the Sonariah case at Dacca and the 
Bunghy robbery case at Midnapore have been favourably noticed 
by Govt. I had no reuson to believe that he was disliked by the 
people of Patna; on the contrary I believe the majority of inha- 
bitants of that district know him: to be an efficient Police 
Officer. His services in detecting opium smuggling, I_ am aware 
had made him some enemies, but this a good police officer must 
expect to make everywhere if he does his duty. 

“10. However, Moonshi Elahi Bux arrived very opportunately 
I made Inaetoollah over to him and give him all the information 
Thad about Mobarak Ali, Mojeebullah and Hafiz Maula Bur, 
and directed him to search for these men with the help of 
Inaetoollah, and to collect any information he could find. 

“11, Elahi Bux appeared to set much value on Inaetoollah’s 
statements, and seemed to prefer a clue that struck him viz, 
Maulvi Fyaz Ali, Abdoollah, Maula Bux and Hafiz Hussamoo- 
deen had relations and friends in Patna, and a correspondence 
was kept up between them, and it was his intention to try and 
intercept this correspondence. I have found it always good 
policy in such cases to allow every police officer to carry out 
his own plan. T am now awaiting the result of his investigation. 
Tam bound however to state that this is the first time Elahi Bux 
is working with me I am_ told that formerly he was a Hindoo, 
and has turned a Mohammadan and _ I have always considered 
unfair to employ Mohammadan in enquiries of this nature 
affecting their faith and religion, and resulting in bringing into 
trouble men whom they generally regard as Holyman, in fact as 
saints. 

“12. ..1 find it very difficult to find proper and fit men 
to make these delicate investigations regarding the Wahabis. 
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The information and deposition of Inaetoollah, father’s 
name Fazoollah, resident of Shakepoorah Monghyr before 
me C.W. Wilmot, Asstt. Commissioner of Santhal Parganah, 
this 13th day of Nov. 1868. I am acquainted with this 
man Ibrahim Mandal of Islampore. I got to know him in 
the following manner: At Patna Maulvi Mobarak Ali was 
agent to Maulvi Yea (Yahya) Alli and Ahmadoollah who have 
been transported, Now that they have been removed, in their 
place Mobarak Alli is Sardan and Manager what they formerly 
<did, the remittances for the support of Jehad. In 1281 of the . 
Hijree in the month of ‘Zekat’ on the 10th day Mobarak Alli 
“sent for me from the Birum Village where I was at my father- 
in-law's house, and talked to me about conveying remittances 
to the Jehad, saying how much it would advantage anyone 
helping and assisting so good a cause, and strongly advised me 
‘to join in the undertaking. I asked what T should have to do. 
He said you will have to go to Bengal as you already know it, 
and he then told me about Ibrahim also paid my railway fare 
‘to Bahawa from Begumpore. The book was one written by 
Mobarak Alli, All about Jenad, and he also gave me letter for 
Ibrahim saying I might be fully trusted. I came and stopped 
‘not less than 15 days at Ibrahim Mandals. This Ibrahim sent 
me to the house of Kaloo Khan. He sent a man with me. I do 
not remember his name, he was a disciple of Ibrahim. I 
“stopped at Rajgaon also about 15 days, my Bukreed was passed 
there. Kaloo Khan gave me 130 rupees and some piece, I 
‘forget how much, I then returned to Islampore to Ibrahim 
Mandal. At this time Mojeboollah who lived with Ibrahim was 
‘expected but did not come, and Ibrahim was anxious about him 
and sent me back to Patna to see how it was with Mojeboollah. 
T sent up at Ibrahim’s expenses. I kept the 130 rupees myself. 
I found Mojeboollah better and leaving the money in my house 
‘returned to Ibrahim and told him that Mojeboollah was better 
sand would be with him in 8 or 10 days. After ten days he 
-eame himself to Islampore and was at Ibrahim’s..the sum 
‘collected amounted to Rs. 4000/-. This came from many 
villages I do not know all their names, or those of the people 
who brought them. Doolean, Jaudangah, Kungjobe, Plasboneah, 
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Monarampore, Elamee, Shigrampore, and many others. The 
money was brought by Ibrahim’s Agents. Among them FE 
remember Dalloomandal of Lahurpore. I was an agent and 
nothing was hid from me. Every spoke openly, and that is now’ 
I knew it was the value of hides. Then Ibrahim wrote to: 

Najeboollah and Dhonee alias Dhunoo of Doolyan to come to- 
him. Ibrahim and Najeboollah of Patna, myself and a Hadjee 
of Plasbooni went to Shigrampore to the house of ‘Sabuktoollah” 
alias Koosbool Biswas where we went to meet Najeboollah and 
Dhunoo from Doolian. The object was to exchange the 4000. 
silver for gold mohurs, When we arrived at the village we found. 
the Doolyan people had not arrived, but they came an hour or 
two after me. Ibrahim then told the two Najeboollah, the: 
Plasbooneah Hadjee and Dhuman. Hadjee to take the whole of” 
the 4000 rupees to Misriganj to the house of Hafiz Abdoo}, 
Razak, where they were to put up and go with him, and follow 

his advice and take the silver to the kooti of Amir Khan and, 
Osmida Khan, hide merchants in Colootollah, and get gold for- 
the silver, to be careful to get good coins and full mohurs. We: 
then started together from Pakour, Ibrahim and I were going. 
elsewhere, but all started together. We got out at Muraree. They 

went on, and we, i.e. Ibrahim and I proceeded to Kundoo Khan’s. 
at Bajgoan. Kundo told Ibrahim that he had given me 130 

rupees and Ibrahim asked about it. I said I had made it over 

at Patna to Mobarak Alli. 

When we got home at Islampore we found that 2500 had. 
been received during our absence, sent by various parties viz. 
from Ibrahim of Attea Cagmaree, Mitan Pramanic of Bagwa- 
jolah, Hadjee Khoda Bux of Chcwk in Rajshaya, and Maulvi. 
Ameeroodeen of Sundeep Narinepore, and also from one Inae- 
toollah of Pachim tola of that village. After a few days had. 
passed the party returned with the gold mohurs, and Ibrahim: 
then said how it was that the Dacca money had not come from. 
Shaik Buttoo. Then Ibrahim counted 200 gold mohurs and 
made them over to Patoa Najeboollah with orders to ask 
Mobarak Alli whether I had really given him the 130 rupees_ 
Najeboollah returned and said I had not paid the money. Lh 
then said I would bring a letter from Patna to prove that I had 
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really paid the money. I went home. I got another man to. 
write a letter for me to the effect that I had really paid the 
money and was thoroughly trustworthy. It was to appear as if~ 
written by Mobarak Alli. The writting was similar but of course 
it bore no signature, it being not usual to have such things. 
signed.” 

“I then came to Sahibganje, it was evening. I saw there- 
Abdul Gunny, who was wanted in Ahmadoollah’s case but was. 
not caught. He was walking with Majeboollah of Patna towards. 
the Bazar. Considering that he was a man against whom 
warrant had been issued, I looked upon him as an escaped. 
prisoner, and believing he might have gold mohurs on him 
taking to Patna, I sent a letter to the Asstt. Commissioner Mr. 
Smith here and also told the European constable there whose: 
wife is a Dinapore woman, one of the two sisters. The cons- 
table understood but little Hindee, and the wife explained to- 
him. I said the man had gone to the bazar. It was Hijree 1282 in 
Rabiawwal. About the 20th I wrote the letter. I did not then, 
know there was an agency here, and addressed the Thanah. But 
finding my mistake the same day, I sent a second letter. The 
European constable sent two men to look for them but they 
did not succeed in tracing them. Mr. Smith sent a Punjabi 
Inspector of Police who was here to see about what I had 
written. The sub-inspector came back and said, there he.could 
only hear of a Daroga having been seen in the bazar, and Mr. 
Smith then ordered my arrest and I was brought to him. I came: 
and told him, and he went and enquired but found nothing. I 
wished him:to go into the matter as I thought it serious, and he 
kept me two days but did not do any thing, and told me I 
might go away, my object in giving notice was in the hope of” 
its advantaging me somehow. Mobarak trusted me because 
my father-in-law was his morrid. After this I went away to 
Rajshaya and know nothing more. The contributions are cons- 
tantly arriving all round the year, but in ‘Zilhij’ and ‘Zeequd’,. 
the contributions are due and come to Ibrahim Mandal cons- 
tantly. I forgot to tell you that when we returned from Rajgaon 
we also found Abeedh Alli son-in-law of Moneeruddin of- 
Rajshaya and nephew of Maulvi Abdul Jabbar with 1500 rupees. 
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which he said was for ‘Jehad’ I never collected, but I am sure I 
have seen 50, or 60,000 in the hands of Mobarak Alli for 
Temittances for the support of and maintenance of the Jehad. I 
used to be sent up by Hafiz Maula Bux, a short brown man of 
Mynar opposite Patna, who speaks Pushtoo and was in Sittana 
in Mulka. T also heard that at Banaras. Maula Bux told me 
that he carried the money to Noor Mohammad Kaleefa, a 
tailor, living near the bridge over the Berna river. From them it 
is said that Cabool men or people from Mulka, speakers of 
Pushtoo take the money away to its ultimate destination, Mulka 
‘Sittana.” “ 


Arrest and Conviction of Amir Khan and Hashmatdad 
“Khan 1869-70 


In para twelve of the letter quoted above, reference has been 
made of the ‘Kothi’ of Amir Khan and Hashmatdad Khan, 
bankers and hide merchants of Colootollah, Calcutta, where 
the silver coins collected for the Wahabis Movement were 
exchanged into gold mohurs for the purpose of remittances 
through the Patna centre to Sittana. These two men were resi- 
dents of Alamganj, Patna City and were the biggest hide 
‘merchants in India. 

The special branch of the C.I.D. organised by the British 
“Govt. for the purpose of dealing with the Wahabis, arrested 
Amir Khan and Hashmatdad Khan. The circumstances of their 
arrests as admitted in the records of their case before justice 
“Norman of the Calcutta High Court are as follows: 

“On Saturday, the 19th of July 1869 at 1 P.M. Amir Khan 
was arrested without warrant at his residence in Colootollah by 
‘Captain Birch, the Deputy Commissioner of the Calcutta 
Police assisted by Mr. Reilly, the Deputy Inspector General 
‘C.LD. That he was not aware on what charge and by what 
authority he was arrested, and no warrant was produced and 
shown to him, although he demanded the grounds of his arrest, 
‘That he was removed from his house to the station of the East 
Indian Railway at Howrah, and then on the same evening to 
‘Gaya, where he remained till the 26th August 1869 when he 
‘was transferred to Alipore Jail.” 
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The circumstances of the case of Hashmatdad Khan were 
very similar to those of Amir Khan, but the wrongs under 
which this prisoner suffered were greater. This prisoner who 
was above sixty years of age was also arrested in Calcutta on 
the 12th of July 1869. He demanded to see the warrant under 
which he was arrested, but it was never shown to him. He was 
immediately removed from Calcutta to Patna, was confined 
there for 3 weeks, was not allowed during that time to see or 
hold communication with his family or friends, and was subjec- 
ted to great hardship. On the 3rd February he was removed 
and lodged in the jail at Digha, a place three miles from Patna. 
They detailed him there for 3 weeks and then suddenly removed 
him back to Patna Jail., Here they confined him 3 weeks more, . 
and then they removed him to Monghyr. 

On the 11th of May 1870, Hashmatdad Khan presented a 
memorial to His Honour the Lt. Governor of Bengal praying 
firstly, that he might be discharged from custoJy or brought to 
trial as soon as possible; secondly that until the petitioner was. 
discharged, he might be removed to Patna or Alipore Jail; 
thirdly, that the petitioner might be allowed to see his family 
and friends once a week instead of once a fortnight; fourthly, . 
that the petitioner might be allowed to have a servant to 
attend; fifthly, that the petitioner might be furnished with 
a copy of the warrant under which he was arrested and 
confined, and of the charges made against him. Mr. Anstey the 
counsel for the memorialist describes the Govt. reply to this 


memorial as follows: 
“And what is the reply which the Lt. Governor condescends 


to give to this most fair, most just and equitable petition? He 
tells him that he cannot be released or brought to trial at present, 
that he cannot be removed to any other place of confinement 
at present. That he cannot see his friends except in the pre- 
sence of the Magistrate, the district superintendent of Police or 
the office in charge of the jail. That he cannot get a servant 
unless he agrees to be imprisoned likewise and to be subject to 
the jail rules, and that he is confined under the provisions of 
Regulation III of 1818. It is unusual, and in the judgement of 
the Govt. unnecessary to furnish the petitioner with the copy 
of the warrant on which he is detained, or charges on which he 
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~was arrested, what does this answer amount to? It tells the 
prisoner in effect: you shall not be tried yet, or until it suits 
-our supreme and irresponsible pleasure to charge you with 
having been guilty of an offence. You shall not consult your 
‘legal advisers who may endeavour to obtain your release, except, 
we are informed, of the grounds on which you intend to make 
any application. You shall not have the attendance of any 
‘servant unless he be willing to share your fate. You shall never 
‘know the grounds on which we have imprisoned you, so that 
you may make your application for release. We shall confine 
you during the supreme will of the present viceroy, or until a 
new governor general comes, or until a greater despot, the grim 
king death comes to release you. They say that they have arres- 
ted him asa Wahabi, he tells us and told them that he is a 
“Sonee.” 

7 Mr. Anstey further remarked that “this Govt. which is 
believed to be so just, not only imprisons its subjects more than 
a whole year without trial, but even refuses to inform them of 
offences with which they are charged, or of the grounds on 
which they are deprived of their liberty.” 

“The Govt. say that they are confining the prisoner under 
Regulation II] of 1818. If they are doing so, they ought to act 
-strictly in accordance with the rules laid down therein. And 
how do they do it? They take this old man of 75 who has 
always lived in a position of affluence,—and has been surroun- 
ded by all the comforts which wealth can afford, and send him, 
or try tosend him in a Third Class railway carriage. They 
-confine him in a room in the jail at Gaya, thatched with ‘Khap- 
rail’ and used as store room, three fourths parts filled with coils 
of ropes, having scarcely any ventilation, utterly unfit according 
to the doctor of the jail for the confinement of the prisoner. 
They subject to all the rigours of prison discipline and prison 
-diet, and keep an armed guard in his room. They remove him 
then at their supreme will and pleasure to the jail at Alipore, 
under what authority. I cannot discover, for there is no power 
given in the regulation to remove prisoners—, and they finally 
-confine him for a period of nearly one year in a room on the 
lower floor of the Jail, where he suffers severely from the res- 
straintto which he is subjected, and from deprivation of the 
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‘comforts to which he is accustomed. This is “the due atten- 
tion paid to the health of the prisoner”, the suitable provision 
‘made for his support according to his rank in life and to his own 
-wants by those who profess to be acting under the regulation.” 

The high-handed manner in which Amir Khan was arrested 
without warrant and the great hardships to which he was sub- 
jected after arrest aroused a feeling of bitterness and resentment 
among all classes of people including Europeans in Bengal and 
Bihar. We find from the records of the case that on the 30th of 
July 1869 a letter was addressed from Titaghur by A.T. Peter- 
son Esqr., to the Hon'ble William Grey, Lt. Governor of 
‘Bengal requesting the Lt. Governor to make Amir Khan’s 
detention ‘as little irksome as possible’, The letter ran as 
follows: “I take the liberty of addressing you on the subject 
-of Ameer Kha, a former client of mine—who had the misfor- 
‘tune to be confined in custody under Regulation III of 1818. 

“‘As at present, and as I have advised him, all law matters 
‘are out of the question and all I can ask on his behalf, if the 
Govt. will pot release him on bail which he is willing to give to 
any extent, that consistent with safe custody his position be 
-made as little irksome as possible. I need not tell you that he 
‘is a very old man, being full 75 years of age, and the inconve- 
-nience of a prison which would be nothing to a younger man 
might be serious to him, He is also largely engaged in trade 
-as hide merchant, and at present, his business is very much 
injured by his not being in a position to give directions concer- 
ning it. I would therefore: on his behalf ask, if he cannot be 
released on bail, that he might be removed either to the Presi- 
Aency Jail or that of the 24th Parganas, or if not to either of 
these jails, to Hoogly or Burdwan, so that he may be as near 
»Calcutta as possible. I would also ask that he be allowed to have 
-8eparate accommodation and if possible on an upper floor, and 
also that he might be allowed to have | or 2 servants to attend 
on him and to have his meals cooked outside and that he 
be allowed a charpoy and a bed and pillows, and the use of a 
hookah, and that his friends under proper surveillance be 
-allowed to visit him at reasonable times. 

“Should you grant my request as to his removal to any of the 
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Jails named above, he is desirous, when at Patna to have an 
interview with his grandson before taking the train and that he: 
be allowed to travel in such class as he may desire, he of course- 
paying the expense of his fare. 

“t trust you will not think me unreasonable in what I ask, I 
purposely refrain from entering into any legal question as to the 
man’s innocence or otherwise. I assume that the Govt. for- 
reasons of their own, find the detention necessary. All that I 
ask is that having regard to his age and the circumstances under 
which he is detained, his detention may be, consistent with 
discipline, rendered as little irksome as possible, and that he be 
allowed to give direction in the conduct of his business so as to 
prevent as much as possible any loss thereto. I trust that you. 
will take a favourable view of this my application.”’ However, 
Amir Khan and Hashmatdad Khan had engaged Mr. Anstey 
one of the best English lawyers of Calcutta, who on the Ist 
August 1869 (assisted by Mr. Ingram and Mr. Evans Attornies) 
moved the High Court for issue of writ of habeas corpus for 
production of the prisoners before the Court. Their applica- 
tion was opposed by the Advocate General Mr. Gtaham (with 
the standing counsel Mr. Paul) on behalf of the Crown. 

The main questions at issue in the case.were two in number 
viz.— 

1. Had the Court authority in this instance to issue writ of 
habeas corpus into the mofussil? 

2. Was Regulation III of 1818 invalid as being ultra vires 
and contrary to Magna Carta and fundamental laws of the 
realm and void as not having been registered by way of 
supplement? 

It is not necessary to burden our narrative with the details: 
of the arguments advanced by each side. It would be sufficient 
to state that the argument by the Advocate General was to 
the effect that the arrest and detention of the prisoners was a 
state matter, done under a Regulation passed by the Governor 
General in Council, and the Court had no power to interfere. 
Ina long judgement Justice Norman held, “That Regulation 
III of 1818 having been passed by a legislative authority which 
had no power to bind European subjects, it seems to me that 
it must be taken as applicable and enacted with reference to 
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natives and others, subject to the jurisdiction of the Provincial 
Courts”...““I may observe”, said Justice Norman, “That 
at the time of passing of Act III of 1818, the recent mutiny 
showed that there are in the ranks of the population, fanatics, 
whose conspiracy or preachings might, if they were allowed to 
continue that without interference, cause great danger to the 
Peace of the community at large. It is clear that if such persons 
were allowed in the presidency towns a license and immunity 
which they did not enjoy in other parts of Her Majesty’s Indian 
Empire, they would resort to Calcutta and thus the Capital of 
the Empire would become a hot bed of conspiracies and the 
refuge and chosen home of traitors, fanatics, and conspirators... 
as the superintendent of Alipore Jail holds the prisoner 
under the warrant in writing of the Governor General in 
Council, it is clear that such orders must prevail as against 
the command of any writ which the court has the power to 
issue. It appears to me, therefore, that I ought not to issue 9 
writ which it would be the duty of the superintendent to dis- 
obey.”” 

For the reasons given above,.I am of opinion that no writ of 
habeas corpus to bring the body of Amit Khan ought to issue, 
and the rule will therefore be discharged. 

The same order was made.on the application of Hashmatdad 
Khan, an appeal to the full bench of the High Court was also 
dismissed. 

It remains to be mentioned that while the matter was being 
proceeded with in the High Court, the Govt. authorities started 
@ prosecution at Patna against Amir Khau, Hashmatdad Khan 
and seven others for conspiracy to wage war. The Court convice 
ted Amir Khan and four others to imprisonment for life with 
forfeiture of their property. But an appeal to the High Court 
resulted in the sentence to transportation and the forfeiture of 
Property being confirmed’ against Amir Khan and Hashmatdad 
Khan only. Both were old men being aged 76 and 67 years res- 
pectively. (The former died in the Andamans in 1878 and the 
latter was released and repatriated and died in Patna in 1879.) 
The British authorities through these trials succeeded in ruining 
the rich bankers and merchants and reducing their descendants 
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to a comparative state of poverty. The power of the Patna 
‘Wahabis was thus completely broken in 1870. 


Indiscriminate Proceedings 


«The high-handedness shown by the British Officers in the 
matter of arrest and punishment of the Wahabis naturally crea- 
ted an impression that nothing would please the officials better 
than to present a story about the activities of the Wahabis, 
Many an unscrupulous person, even cheats and vagabonds, made 
it their business to supply information against the Wahabis in 
order to enjoy immunity from the consequences of their nefari- 
ous acts and win Govt. favour. The deposition of Inaetoollah 
who was admittedly guilty of embezzlement of Rs. 130/- isa 
‘striking example of the types of such informers. Abdur Rahim 
also in his memoirs mentions that ‘‘some upstarts in Patna used 
to seek favour of the British officers by _ giving false information 
against the Wahabis.” The term Wahabi had thus become a 
synonym for traitor, or enemy of the British. The indiscriminate 
proceedings taken by the District officers on the basis of unreli- 
able statements forced the Govt. to issue a circular to the effect 
that all information concerning the Wahabi Movement should 
be passed on to Mr. Reily the Chief of the Detective Police, who 
alone had the authority to. institute proceedings. But notwith- 
standing the circular, over-zealous Deputy Commissioner of 
Santhal Parganah actuated by the desire to please Govt. indiscri- 
minately arrested eight persons, as we find mentioned in the 
following lettet (No.. 493 C dated Ist March 1870) from J.W,, 
Dalrymple Esqr. Commissioner of Bhagulpore to the Boceetary 
to: the Govt. of Bengal, Judicial Deptt.. i 


“Sir, 

Ihave the honour to forward in original for consideration 
and orders of the Lt. Governor, letter No. 299 of the 22nd 
ultimo and 229 H. of the 12th instant from Mr. B. Wood 
Deputy Commissioner Santhal Parganah in which he reports 
having arrested in the Raj Mahal division 8 men implicated in 
the Wahabis Movement and submits statement and documents 
connected with their cases. 
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“2, [received Mr. Wood’s first letter at Bhagalpur on my return 
-on the 28th ultimo from a tour in the North of the Bhagalpore 
district, and was much surprised and vexed to find that he had 
‘taken action in an affair with which he had absolutely no con- 
‘cern, and which the Govt. had by its order No. 6535 of the 4th 
‘December 1868 made over to the management of Mr. Reily, the 
‘Chief of the detective police. 

“3,-Next day Mr. Wood called on me, and on my taking him 
to task for what he had done, explained that he was in entire 
ignorance of the orders of the Govt. above referred to, and that 
being vested with the powers of a Magistrate throughout the 
‘Parganah, and having received what he considered to be very 
important information which required to be acted on atonce, he 
had arrested the Wahabi Maulvi, and subsequently seven other 
amen. Mr. Wood, I consider, acted with want of judgement, but as 
what he did was done in perfect good faith, and no harm seems - 
likely to result from it, I trust the Govt. will overlook the cir- 
cumstances of their orders having been contravened. 

“4, Looking to the orders already passed by the Lt. Governor 
regarding the Wahabi Movement, it appeared to me very doubt- 
ful whether the Govt. would wish to retain in custody any of 
the men arrested, except Chulam Shah Hadjee against whom 
there is strong proof that he had succeeded Ibrahim Mandal as 
‘head centre at Islampore, and who can be proved not only to 
have collected money for Jihad, but to have sent it to Patna. 
But I did not think it, advisable to release any of the prisoners, 
‘pending the Lt. Governor's instructions. 

Thave also not thought it advisable to recall the warrants 
issued by Mr. Wood for the arrest_of the upcountry ‘cossid’ 
who is said to be spreading report that a son of the king of 
Delhi has already joined the fanatics on the Frontier, as if he 
‘turns out to be a man from the Frontier his arrest might dead 
‘to important disclosures. 

In conclusion I would observe that several of the statements 
recorded by Mr. Wood appear to me to be important, and that 
those who made them will probably be useful to Mr. Reily in 


working up the case against the Wahabi leaders already in 
custody.” 
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Release of the Survivers in 1884 


However, in 1884, after the lapse of about twenty years a: 
petition was submitted by the wife of Maulvi Abdur Rahim of 
Sadikpore to the Governor General, Lord Ripon praying that 
her husband and other convicts of the Wahabi case might be- 
freed and repatriated as they had been convicted on insufficient 
evidence. After thorough enquiry and re-examination of records. 
the Governor General Lord Ripon ordered their release on 
certain conditions. But at that time six* of the convicts were. 
alive. The chief leaders namely Yahya Ali and Ahmadullah had. 
died in the Andamans in 1868 and 1883 where they lie buried at. 
south point, and Dundas point respectively. 

Thus ended the remarkable efforts of the Patna Maulvis to- 
reconquer Indian from the British. Neither the Wahabi Move~ 
ment nor the British Govt. exist today. But the facts will go. 
down to History for the benefit of the posterity. 


References 


1, See Appendix 4. 

2. These were—1. Abdur Rahim, 2. Abdul Ghaffar, 3. Tabarak Ali, 
(of Patna), 4. Md. Jaafar of Thaneshwar, 5. Amiruddin of Maldah, and. 
6. Masud Khan of Bogad District. 
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18. Elahee Bax died (alluded to in letter No. 55 of 12th 
May 1853 from ReCRRTET eas of Jhelum) 





I | | | 
19. Ahmadullah of 20. Fyazali, preacher One daughter 


| 
Patna __trans- and now one of | married Aulia 
ported for life the leaders on | Ali of Patna, 
in 1865 Frontier | arrested during 
the mutiny 
21. Yahya Ali succeeded Shah Md. 


Hussain No. 16 his father-in- 
law. He is high priest and 
Khalifa of Syed Ahmad at 
Patna now transported for life 


22. Abdul Hameed of Patna son of No, 19 

23. Abdul Kadeer son of no. 19 went with Fyaz 
Ali No. 20 to Sittana 

24. Abdul Hakeem of Patna son of No. 19 

25. Rahamatollah of Patna 

26. Mohammad of Patna 

27. Abdul Kayum of Patna son of no. 21 

28, Essau who went with Fyaz Ali to Frontier and 
is now there 
Mousa and Essoph sons of 21, infants 


Waliullah san of 9. 19 died Jpad., Akbar son of, no. 19 
1 oo sie eee whet 
1 1 daugher, married Abdul Kadeer one daughter of Bla 
ta ‘No. 18 maniied' Wilayat Ali No.2 “1+ 
12 “ 
Sa/— TE. Ravenshaw, ¢ 
Magistrate. 





APPENDIX 2 
rd 


List of Prominent Wahabis in Several Districts 


BIHAR 


Abdul Gaffoor brother of Elahi Buksh, Mukhtar of Patna, agent 
and money collector. This man is lame in one leg. 
Khoorshed Ali, Vakil of Judge’s Court. 


PATNA 


Besides the Maulvis and agents convicted and whose names 
have been given in the report and also in the family tree appen- 
ded there are: 

Maulvi Mobaruk Ali, a disciple and very faithful to the 
cause. He went to Umballa to defend the prisoners there, his 
son Tabarak is now at Sittana. This man also holds a power of 
attorney from Maulvi Abdullah leader of the fanatics. 

Md. Hassan, a son of Wilayat Ali and a nephew of Ahma- 
doollah...... He was present during the whole proceedings at 
Umballa and has supported the cause throughout, he is a clever 
intriguing fellow, and is very likely to succeed Maulvi Ahma- 
doollah as head of the sect at Patna. 

Elahi Buksh Mukhtar was brought up in the Patna Maulvi’s 
family by a name sake of its head. Elahi Buksh is a clever 
dangerous fellow he practises as a Mukhtar occasionally in the 
Patna Courts. 

Abdul Karim is said to have been formally invester with 
Pugree of Office as a High Priest and successor to his father 
Yalrya Ali after his conviction. He is a mere child. 

Abdool Hameed of Patna son of Maulvi Ahmaddoollah is not 
likely to give trouble as he is wanting in intelligence and in bad 
health. There are two or three other male members of the 
family but quite children. 

Maulvi Waizul Haq a family connection is said to have gone 
to Mecca and is not in Patna now. 

Hakim Iradat Hussain father-in-law of Abdool Hameed is 
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ssaid to have gone to Mecca, having left a few days after Met 
Ahmadoollah’s arrest and is not now in Patna. 

Hushmatdad Khan, Ameer Khan and Zorawar Khan’s son 
-Abdoollah, Hide Merchants in Panta at Alamganj..... eee 
These men were securities for Wilayat Ali and Enayat Ali when 
-arrested and sent down from the Frontier in 1847. 

Syed Ali, a partner of Monohar Dass, Banker, assisted in 
sfemitting money to Sittana. 

Maulvi Omar and Abdoul Rahim, Hide Merehants of Patna 
sare agents for the Maulvis and dispose of skins of goats and 
other animals paid as Zakat to the war fund staunch supporter 
-of the sect. 

Khoosheed Ali a partner of Elahi Buksh and set up in business 
‘by the Maulvis. Ameer Ali a Brother of Khoosheed Ali has 
-absconded and cannot be heard of. Elahi Buksh partner of the 
-ebove was a witness against Maulvi Ahmadoollah having been 
:sentenced to transportation for life at Umballa. Application has 
been made for pardon for this man, Nand Lal, a resident of 
fatooha in Patna, and Ticcadar of several villages belonging to 
‘the Sadikpore Maulvis. This man is a clever forger and was 
employed whereever his talents were required. He went to 
‘Umballa and gave evidence there for the defence. 


ARRAH 
"Meea Asghar Ali Khan of Ram Sagar. 
BUXAR 


“There is a colony of Wahabis who have a mosque and preacher 
zat a village called Chowsa Bari. 


BANARAS 


Khalifa Noor Mohammad Ticcadar of tailors Khalifa Md. Ally 
“of Mohalla Sakhawat. 


ALLAHABAD 


Kazee Rookoonoodeen of Mauza Khala. 
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CAWNPORE 
Daood Kha, a wealthy land holder of Bikanpore Meerjee Alym 
of Jolaha Mohalla, Parganah Peyt Foolgunj. This man has- 
received letters from Sittana by a messenger very recently. 


MEERUT 


A man named Elahi Buksh, a relative of Md. Shafee of Umballa_ 
At a place called Fareed Nagar near Meerut there is a colony 
of Wahabis, Mooreeds of Maulvi Maksood Ali. 


NOTE: 


The above informations have been gathered from letters and’ 
papers found while conducting the prosecution of Maulvi Ahma~ 
doollah, and also from notes made on verbal enquiries from the 
different witnesses and persons connected with the case. Very 
little of it is based on personal local enquiry, there are probably 
many errors in names and places. To prepare accurate list of” 
this sort would render a visit to each district necessary. I give it 
for what it is worth local officers might test the informations 
and correct ‘and add to it the result of their enquiries. 


T.E. Ravenshaw. 
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List of District Agents and Money Collectors 


1, Hajee Badroodeen, a wealthy hide merchant and trader. 
This is about the most active agent of the sect, all collections 
from the Eastern districts use to come through him, and were for-- 
warded by him to Patna through Fagoo Lall a Patna Banker on 
whom drafts were drawn. He gave material assistance to the- 
Maulvi prisoners when under trial, and I am informed, since, 
remittances through Patna to the Hills have been stopped, he: 
has sent money by a special messenger through Rungpore and* 
the Northern district lying at the foot of the Hills and so on to- 
Sittana. 

2. Azeemoodeen of Mohala Nawabpore in Dacca City. 

3, Maulvi Ibrahim of Mauza Etah in Dacca district an active- 
preacher. 

4, Maulvi Meezan ur Rahman of Lekhor in Sylhet district, 
but subsequently lived in Dacca City, was a very active agent. 
and took a Kafla of recruits to the Hills, where he now is. 

5. Saleemoodeen son of Meerullah of Kopa in Thana Etah,_ 
was a witness at Umballa and Patna, and went to the Frontier. 

6. Ameenoodeen son of Shaik Rawshan of Lala Ki Serai,. 
Thana Lalbagh, also went to the Frontier. 

7. Moonshi Abdool Hadee of Pabna, Karor lives near Champa . 
Bewas Musjid in Mohallah Bareapore. 

8. Hajee Meerullah Joshandar, a very active money collector- 
is mentioned in correspondence seized, his residence is not 
known, remits money through Ameer Khan of Calcutta. 

9. Kazee Meea Jan of Commercolly. This man was convicted: 
at Umballa and is since dead. 

10. Lal Mohammad son of Shaikh Baroo of Koomrargram 
was a witness at Umballa and Patna and went to the Hills. 

11. Hajee Moneeroodeen of Sahpore, close to Rampore 
Bualiah is engaged in silk trade. 

12, Ibrahim Mundle of Islampore Rajshaya has also a shop. 
in Rampore Bualiah, a very active agent, came to Patna about 
eight years ago, with a remittance of money for Jihad. 

13. Hajee Mofeezoodeen Khan of Hookoompore in Baraset- 
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is also an active collector, he took a remittance of money to 
“Calcutta which was forwarded to Patna through Abdoor 
Raheem Banker. 

14. Maulvi Diamoollah probably of Rungpore, preacher and 


“collector. 
15. Meer Asghar Ali and Meer Akbar Ali two brothers resi- 


-dents of Soorajgurha, Monghyr agents. Their sons Abdul 
-Ghunni and Abdul Hug are now in‘ the Hills. The former is 
mentioned in some of the correspondence seized. 

16, Shah Ahmadoollah of Muzaffarpur, son of Darogah 
Mohd, Parwar, has a very large number of nureeds or followers. 

17. Lootfullah, brother of the above. 

18, Waleeoollah and Ahsarioollah sons of Shah Ahmedoollah, 
“These men have a large trade with Assam and Pigu and an 
-agency at Gaya, They had many nureeds among the Sagowlee 
“troopers. 

19. There is also another man Abdoollah, a resident it is said 
of Lallganj Smgia. This man was drill instructor to the fanatic 
“force in the Hills and has been backwards and forward with 
intelligence several times. 


T.E. Ravenshaw 
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‘Names of Kossids or messengers who were employed to carry- 
information and money to Mulka Sittana 


1, Rajab Jolaha of Bahpoorah Simli in Patna district, used to. 
go yearly to the Hills. 

2. Shamsoodeen or Deobond in Saharanpore district. 

3. Abdool Raheem of Kaithal, seven or eight koss from 
Thaneshwar in Umballa district. This man accompanied Esau 
and Abdul Kadeer from Hills and Delhi when they returned. 
He was in Patna during the time the trial of Maulvi Ahmadoollah, 
was going on. 

4. Shumsoodeen of Chowsabara in Bhojpore, Shahabad dis-- 
trict. 

5. Nizamoodeen, a resident of Bengal but married and settled 
at Thaneshwar. This man came to Patna after the arrest of ~ 
Elahi Baksh and took Rs. 1000/- from Maulvi Ahmadoollah to 
be delivered to his friends in the Hills, This money was not 
delivered and was made away with by Nizamoodeen. This man 
‘was two years in Jail at Loodianah under a false name. He has. 
bold patches on his head. 

6. Abodoollah of Palaspore in Zilla Baraset. 

7. Hedayatullah, a Kashmiree resident of Jummo. 

8. Hussain Ali, a seaident of Loogereeah in Banda district. © 

9. Khoda Baksh, a. resident probably of Singeea in Tirhoot,_ 
has a beother named Nadir Ak. 
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List of Wahabis conspirators convicted and sentenced to 
transportation for life at Umballa in 1864, and 
at Patna in 1865 


1, Md. Shuffee, son of Md. Tukee, caste Butcher, of 
“Umballa, age fifty. 

2. Md. Jaffir, son of Jeewan, caste Rain (in original Araham) 

sage twenty eight, of Thaneshwar in Umballa district. 

3. Abdul Ghuffor, son of Shah Ali Khan, Bengalee, caste 
Pathan, age twenty five years, resident of Thaneshwar and 
~servant of no. 1 & 2. 

4. Abdul Kurreem, son of Gul Md., caste Shaikh, age thirty 
five years, resident of Umballa, servant of no. 1. 

5. Hossainee son of Munger, caste Telee, age thirty five years, 
resident of Patna. 

6. Hossainee, son of Md. Buksh of Thaneshwar, caste Mulla, 

age twenty five years, resident of Thaneshwar. 

7. Yahya Ali alias Mohyoodeen, high priest at Patna, son of 
Maulvi Elahi Buksh, caste Syed, age forty two years, resident of 
Patna. 

8. Abdool Raheem, son of Furhat Hussain, caste Sheikh, age 

“twenty five years, resident of Patna. 

9. Abdool Guffoor, son of Mangoo, caste Koiree, age twenty 
five years, resident of Patna, servant to no. 8. 

10. Elahi Buksh, son of Kurreem. Buksh, caste Shaikh, age 
>forty two years, shopkeeper and agent of Patna. 

11. Kazee Meea Jan alias Md. Shakir, son of Wazeerooddeen, 
-easte Syed, age sixty years, resident of Commercolly in Patna. 

12, Maulvi Ahmadoollah, son of Elahi Buksh, caste Syed, age 
forty five years, resident of Sadikpore. 
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‘List of Chief Maulvis and Leaders, Ascertained to be in the 
Fanatic Colony in Mulka Sittana - 


1. Maulvi Abdoollah, son of Wilayat Ali of Patna. This man 
js noted throughout the whole evidence and correspondence as 
Baboo Sahib, and is chief priest, and leader, age thirty six. 

2. Maulvi Fyaz Ali, son of Elahi Buksh of Patna, age forty 
five. 

3. Maulvi Ishak, son of Maksood Ali, formerly of Bihar and 
subsequently of Dinapore near Patna, age seventy. 

4. Maulvi Yakoob, son of Maksood Ali above noted, age 
‘twenty seven, of Dinapore. 

5. Maulvi Ibrahim of Palaspore in district Baraset. 

6. Maulvi Meezan ur Rahman of village Tekhore, Sylhet dis- 
trict and subsequently of Begum Bazar in Dacca. 

7. Maulvi Basheerooddeen, son of Maulvi Ibrahim of Arora- 
‘bani Parganah Kerhara in Fareedpore. 

8. Maulvi Hafiz Abdul Majeed, son of Maulvi Inayat Ali of 
Sadikpore in Patna. 

9. Maulvi Md. Esau, son of Yabya Ali of Sadikpore in Patna. 

10. Maulvi Abdul Kadeer, son of Maulvi Ahmadoollah of 
‘Sadikpore in Patna. 
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The force of Hindustani and Bengali Fanatics consisted of 
thirteen Jamaets of Regiments of 130 men, each commanded by 
Jamadars whose names with those of their subordinates are given. 
below:— 

1st Company commanded by Naimuddin Jamadar, a resident: 
of Jessore district. 

Hig subordinates: 

Nazeer Mohammad of Dacca. 

Nazeer Mohammad of Rungpore. 

2nd Company—Shariatullah Jamadar of Rampore Beauliah 
with Mirza Rahimuddin of Rangpore and Sharafullah of 
Sherpur. 

3rd Company—Munshi Tufailullah Jamadar of Bahalabur-. 
reea, near Rampore Beauliah. This man was a friend of Md. 
Jaffir of Thaneshwar. . 

Deyanutullah, residence unknown; Talib Hussain Rangpore. 

4th Company—Meer Osman Jamadar, a resident of Fureed~ 
pur, very old, said to be eighty. 

Maulvi Waizuddin, a Bengalee. 

Maulvi Gureeboollah of Paraganah Nawakdham, Culna Sub- 
Division. : 

Sth Company—Najuf Khan Jamadar and also drill instructor,. 
is a Hindustani and a mutineer, Regiment not known. 

Alla Baksh sepoy, also a drill sergeant. 

Hajee Ahmad of Patna. 

6th Company—Kaim Khan Jamadar,a mutineer, Regiment: 
not known, 

Shamsher Khan of Chowsabara in Bhojpore. 

Noor Mohammad Khan, sepoy Noa Lucknow. 

7th Company—Kaleemuddin Jamadar or Contractor of 
supplies, resident of Dinajpore. 

Khoda Baksh, sepoy. 

8th Company—Maulvi Abdul Haq, Jamadar of Cavalary, a 
resident of Surajgarh in Monghyr. 

9th Company—Maulvi Ibrahim, Jamadar of Palaspur im 
Baraset. 

Hajee Hybutullah of Karaputtee in Pabna. 

Moneeruddin, a Bengalee. 
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10th Company—Zeenuttullah, Resaldar, Cavalry drill instruc- 
tor, of Rambullubpore in Patna. 

11th Company—Maulvi Abdul Guffor Jamadar and treasurer 
of Baraset. 

12th Company—Maulvi (in original Moonshi) Busheeruddin, 
Jamadar, a Bengalee. ; 

Mafeeatullah? also a Bengalee. 

13th Company— Mulla Burhanooddeen Meewatee, Jamadar, 

Mohammad Hussain Meewari. 

Gulab Khan, an old Mutineer and resident of Delhi by trade 
a blacksmith, makes and repairs arms and is said to have cast 
several cannons. He is assisted by Barkotoollah, a gunsmith, 
and a Bengalee and a Punjabee who can repair guns names un- 
known (copied from Ravenshaw manuscript report). 


ay 
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The following sardars and chief men of the neighbourhood 
are said to have been with and assisting the chief Maulvi 
Abdullah: 

1. Nawab Sirdar Khan of Chamla. 

2. Moonsif Khan Bridgdharnee of Chamla. 

3. Shah Doolar Khan Sirdar of Tookalee. 

4. Shah Mohammad a nephew of Syed Iberar of Kootar in 

Sittana. 

5; Syed Ameeran Sirdar of Mullaka in Mulka. 

6. Hussain Khan Sardar of Botora. 

Maulvi Abdullah is said to be at the present time living in a 
part of the country called Jakuree, in a village called Goomla 
and Botora which is under the protection of Hussain Khan 
‘Sirdar of Botora. 

Supplies of grain etc. are furnished to Mulka Sittana Colony 
by the Mahajans & dealers:— 

Tota Karar of Puggere Wolla Baroo. 
Hari Karar of Puggere Wolla Baroo. 
Tata Karar of Jattee. 

Goordial Karar of Chamla. 

Supplies of men and money were forwarded from Lower 
Bengal to Patna where the chief agents were:— 

Maulvi Ahmadullah of Sadikpore 
Yahya Ali his brother 
Abdur Raheem his nephew 
Abdul Guffoor his treasurer 
»  Elahi Baksh his banker 
All convicted and transported for life. 
Thence by rail to Delhi and on to Umballa where the Chief 


agents were:— 
‘Md. Shuffee, army meat contractor at Umballa | 

Mad. Jaffir of Thaneshwar | All transpor- 
Moonshi Abdul Guffoor, Jaffirs | ted for life. 


Naib, thence through:— 
Maula Buksh, a servant and agent of Shafee at Meean Meer, 


Camp Lahore, resident of Patna and Abdul Kareem, Shuffee’s 
agent at Rawalpindee. 


‘APPENDIX 8 67 
‘Thence through 


-Ahmadali at Peshwar, a resident of Jokree in Bihar. 
Guffoor had some property and a house at Aurangabad in 
Bihar district eight coss west of Sherghatty, and before the rail 
‘was opened Kafillas of men used to go by this route. 
T. E..Ravenshaw 


From 
G.F. Cockburn Esqr., Commissioner of the Patna Divison, 
to the Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal (No. 155, dated the. 
13th May 1865). 


‘Sir, 

f have the honourto submit, herewith, in original, the 
saccompanying Report, No. 493, dated 9th instant, with enclosures 
‘from T.B. Ravenshaw Esqr. Magistrate of Patna,'who was 
appointed to prosecute Maulvi Ahmedullah in the case of 
‘treason recently disposed of by the High Court. 

2. It is needless for me to add much to Mr. Ravenshaw’s 
remarks, which is full and explicit, but f am anxious’ to add my 
‘own recommendations in regard to his proposals. 

3. I think that enough has been stated in paragraphs 6 and 7 
‘to justify Government in ordering the’ summary removal of 
‘Yosoof Hossen from his post of opium Gomashta, and I suggest 
the issue of the necessary instructions to the Opium Agent of 
Bihar. 

4. Iam of opinion that Elahi Buksh has been shewn in 
‘paragraph 14, & in Mr. Ravenshaw’s special letter on the subject 
annexed hereto, No. 494, dated 9th instant, to have atoned for 
misdeeds which resulted in his own conviction; his services on 
the late trial have been of marked value, and in fact it is doubt- 
ful whether Ahmedoollah would have been convicted save 
on the information given by Elahi Buksha, and therefore I 
recommend the conditional pardon, as also the restoration of 
his house and return of Rs. 500/- as proposed. It will be for the 
Hon'ble the L-G. of the Punjab to accord the pardon I think, 
if he thinks fit to do so, and I solicit a favourable recommen- 
dation to this effect. 





68 WAHABI MOVEMENT 


5. In regard to the late difficulties in the way of disposing of” 
the personal property of the prisoners convicted at Umballa. 
referred to in paragraph 27, it seems to me that, should similar- 
apprehensions exist as to the property of Ahmeddoollah, the 
Magistrate will exercise a sound discretion in removing it for- 
sake at some adjoining place and will be informed accordingly. 

6. The Magistrate’s proposal in para 29, that the Sadikpore- 
premises, where the traitors used to live and meet to hatch 
their treasons, should be made over to the Municipality and: 
converted into a market place, is one of which I cordially 
approve, it being admirably adopted for the purpose. 

7. I strongly advise that authority be given for the institution 
of proceedings against the parties referred to in para 32, who 
are now fugitives, or residing with the border tribes and intent: 
on stirring up war again whenever-an opportunity offers. 

8. The thanks of Government are undoubtedly dae to the 
several officers specified in Mr. Ravenshaw’s 34th paragraph, 
viz:— . 


I. Captain Tighe, Deputy Commissioner ‘of Umballa. 
II. Captain Parsons, District. Superintendent of Police, 
Umballa. - 
Ill. A. C. Howard, Esq. District Superintendent of Police, 
Patna. 
IV. Ishrea Pershad, Court Inspector of Patna. 


9. To these I beg to add the name of J. Monro, Esq. Officiat~ 
ing Magistrate, who committed the case to the sessions after a 
most painstaking and intelligent investigation, in the absence of” 
which it is not too much to assert that the case would very 
likely have broken down. 

10. Nor must I omit to refer to Mr. Ravenshaw himself as: 
particularly deserving of acknowledgements for the great zeal, 
ability and judgement with which he conducted the prosecution,. 
searching out most successfully for proofs and placing them: 
before the courts in a manner to ensure conviction. The case was,. 
as His Honor knows, a most difficult one, and admirably was 
it carried through by Mr. Ravenshaw without a single mistake 
and though opposed by a skilled counsel for the defence; and 2 
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call to recollection that it was proposed at one time to employ 
the services of the Advocate-General or Standing Counsel when 
the case came before the Session Court, a measure which Mr. 
Ravenshaw’s services shews to have been not necessary and so 
she is all the more entitled now to the thanks of Government. 

P. S. Six copies of this and enclosures requested. 

From a 
T.E. Ravenshaw, Esq., Magistrate of Patna, to the Commis- 
sioner of the Patna Division (No. 493, dated the 9th May~ 
1865). 

‘Sir, 

Having been appointed under orders of the Government of 
‘Bengal, No. 6294, dated 15th December 1864, to conduct the 
-prosecution of Maulvi Ahmeddoollah of Patna, I have the 
honour to report as follows and to submit the papers noted in the 
-margin. 

2. On taking charge of the Patna Magistracy in March 1864, 
“received from Mr. Alexander, whom I succeeded, certain 
»papers regarding the arrest of Maulvi Yahiya Ali and others, 
who were then under trials for treason at Umballa. During the 
‘trial I kept up constant communication with Captain Q.D. 
Parsons, District Superintendent of Police at Umballa, who had 
-been deputed to Patna to conduct the enquiry, had arrested 
"Yahiya Ali and others, and who was conducting the subsequent 
enquiry before the Umbaila courts. 

3. This very able and intelligent Officer appears to have 
entertained from the very first commencement of his enquiry a 
-strong suspicion that Maulvi Ahmeddollah was deeply implica- 
‘ted in the conspiracy. The Umballa trial resulted in the conviction 
and transportation for life of Mohammed Shuffee and ten 
others, among whom were Yahiya Ali, brother of Maulvi 
Ahmeddoollah, Abdul Raheem his nephew, Elahi Buksh his 
“banker, and men of business, and Abdool Ghuffoor, his confi- 
-dential servant and treasurer. Full details of that trial will be 
‘found in the published proceedings, which are doubtless in the 
Shands of the Bengal Government. 

4, Having taken two month’s privilege leave in October and 
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' 
November 1864, I passed through Umballa, where I saw Cap~ 
tain Tighe, the Deputy Commissioner, and had a conversation. 
with him regarding the case. He informed me that Captain. 
Parsons’s suspicions against Maulvi Ahmeddoollah had been 
fully borne out in his preliminary enquiry, which had resulted. 
in the commitment and conviction of Mohammad Shuffee and. 
his fellows. He further. stated that certain correspondence had. 
been found evidently in Maulvi Abmedoollah’s handwriting and. 
connecting him with the whole business, and that he had repor- 
ted the matter through the Punjab Government. A copy of this. 
Teport is appended as showing the grounds on which the present 
prisoner was arrested with the full concurrence of the Commis~ 
sioner of Patna and the Officiating Magistrate. 

5. On my return to Patna on the 2Ist November, 1864, L 
found that orders had been forwarded to me by telegraph, 
directing me to take charge of the records and witnesses in the 
case and bring them with me to Patna, but as | was travell- 
ing the orders missed me, and Mr. Howard, the District 
Superintendent of Police, was deputed to Umballa and. 
brought with him most of the documents and witnesses in the 
case, arriving at Patna a day or two after my return. I was. 
subsequently relieved of charge of the District, Mr. Monro. 
continuing’ to officiate for me, in order that'l might devote: 
entire attention to the preparation afd prosecution of the case:. 
In this I was most ably assisted by Captain Parsons, who was. 
not only an important witness, but ftlly acquainted with all the 
previous proceédings at Umballa. We were engaged for some~ 
time in carefully translating‘a multitude of voluminous document: 
“and also in searching’ through a — Of papers found in Patna: 
in the prisoner's premists.” 

6. During this work it was fdund riecessary to supplement the- 
proof obtained it the Umballa trial with some more direct evi- 
dencé to bring the charge of complicity home to Maulvi 
Ahmadullah, who although he was apparently the leading spi 
in the conspiracy, had adroitly managed to keep his connection, 








“with it out of sight. In translating some of the Gomashta in 


Gaya and formerly Darogah of the Sadikpore Thanah, which is. 
ithin a few yards of the prisoner’s premises. This letter con~ 
tained mention of Zakat and was written to the custodian of 
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the Zakat Fund for a donation to be given therefrom to a third 
party recommended by Yusuf Hussain. 

7. He was accordingly sent for and after considerable diffi- 
culty I extracted from him material evidence regarding the priso- 
ner, which will be found detailed in the Sessions trial. It was 
evident, however, that Yusuf Hussain as a Govt. servant and 

, well acquainted with existence of the Zakat Fund, with the 
purposes for which it was collected, and also with the fact of 
Bengalee recruits being constantly seen coming and going from 
prisoner’s premises, had grossly failed in his duty by not giving. 
notice to the Authorities at the time, and it is very questionable 
if he ought, under the circumstances, to be allowed to remain in 
Govt. service. 

8. On further looking into the papers we found a letter 
written to one Fakiruddin of Arrah by Yahya Ali, which was 
seized in the shop of Elahi Buksh ready for dispatch. This letter 
had been attempted to be covered by another letter put in by 
Yahya Ali himself when arrested and brought before Mr. 
Alexander. Fakiruddin was sent for but not found. I afterwards 
traced him to the Arrah Jail and got him transferred to my 
custody. His evidence is very material to the case, and directly 
implicated the prisoner and has been commented on fully by the 
Judge, to whose decision I would refer. 

9. Again, in the correspondence seized in the house of Md, 
Jafer of Thaneshwar in Umballa, a letter was found, noting 
transmission; of a telegraph regarding dishonoyr: of a Draft for 
Rupees 500, being part of a remittance sent from Patpa for 
support of the fanatics on the Frontier. Notwithstanding that 
Sir Herbert Edwards in his: judgement considered that his tele- 
gram had been sent to Elahi Baksh, one of the convicted conspi- 
rators, I thought the matter worth looking into and went at 
once to the Bankipur Telegraph Office, and searching-over the 
Telegraph Receipt Books I found that the telegram had not 
been sent to Blahi Buksh but to the prisoner Ahmedullah by 
name, and that the receipt book bore his signature. I at once 
went to the Central Telegraph Office in Calcutta and obtained a 
copy of the original telegram, which shewed conclusively that ifs 
contents as well as its address had been directed to the prisoner. 
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10. I subsequently obtained sanction of the Governor General 
in Council for delivery of the original telegraph document to 
my custody, and from it traced the whole transaction from the 
sender Jaffar, the Writer, the Signallar, and the Delivery Peon 
to the prisoner. I further traced the dishonoured Draft through 
all the hands it had passed into, through the books of the 
Bankers at Delhi, Banaras, and Patna, and recovered the origi- 
nal Khoka of the Draft, with their signature at back. This was. 
the most conclusive evidence against the prisoner and led me to 
look up a number of other transactions in Drafts to a very large 
amount, the originals being found in the hands of a Bankers in 
Banaras and put into Court corroborated by the books of all 
the parties through which they had passed. 

11. Besides the above, I discovered that money transactions 
to a large amount had been carried on by the prisoner with an 
‘active Agent of the Wahabees in Dacca, named Hajee Badru- 
ddin, through the Banking Firm of Phagoo Lall in Patna, I 
went at once to Phagoo Lall’s shop and seized his books, he at 
first denied any connection with the prisoner, but afterwards 
pointed out several entries of Drafts from Dacca drawn by 
Badruddin in favour of one Ramzan Ali, to whom they had been 
paid, In the correspondence I have noted, as received.some 
years ago from Punjab, Ramzan was mentioned as the prisoner’s 
servant, and Phagoo Lall: stated the man had a goitree I soon 
found the fellow, who was recognized by Phagoo Lall as having 
brought several drafts from Dacca, and from Phagoo Lall’s and 
his Gomashta’s and servant’s evidence it proved that they had 
all been cashed on the prisoner Ahmadullah’s security. 

12. A letter found in the Piplee Post Office and noted by 
Captain Tighe’s letter, copy of which is appended, was proved 
by skilled witnesses, as well as*by the office Amlash and his own 
Income Tax Mohuri, as being in the prisoner’s handwriting. 
This letter also referred to family matters, to cases which had 
been gained in the Patna Court, and to remittances sent to the 
Frontier. The cases were traced in the Patna Magistrate’s and 
Collector’s Offices and the remittances in Elahi Bux’s books. 

13. As the man Elahi Bux appeared in many letters, as also 
from his books and accounts, to have been agents for nearly all 
money transactions, through the assistance of Captain I obtained 
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‘sanction from the Punjab Government for his transfer from the 
‘Umballa Jail to Patna, where he offered to make a detailed 
‘statement of his whole connection with the prisoner. He was 
‘examined in detail by both the Magistrate and the Judge; his 
‘statements will be found with the record and were most minutely 
corroborated in nearly every particular by his books and other 
«documentary evidence and afforded the fullest and most convin- 
-cing proof against the prisoner. 

14. I have in a separate Report, No. 494, dated to-day, 
‘recommended Elahi Baksh’s pardon, which, in consideration of 
‘the material evidence he has given, will, I trust, be sanctioned. 
‘He is, under sanction of your letter No. 22nd February 1865, 
“still detained under a separate guard in my premises and not in 


‘the Jail. 
15, In putting the evidence of Elahi Baksh before the Magis- 


‘trates and sessions courts every possible precaution was taken to 
‘prevent the possibility of his being tampered with, he was 
‘brought from Umballa to Khagowl Railway Station, and thence 
‘in an ekka disguised as a woman to Patna where I had a room 
Yor him set apart in a Bungalow in my compound. It was not, I 
‘believe, known that he was in Patna until he was put into the 
‘witness box. The witnesses brought down by Mister Howard” 
‘from Umballa, as well as those sent for from Dacca, Pubna, and 
Murshidabad were all afforded accommodation in tents in my 
‘premises, and although they were subjected to us sort of rest- 
vaint, I found it necessary to watch them very closely to prevent 
stheir being tampered with by prisoner’s in Patna, who left no 
‘means untried for that purpose. 

16. Among the witnesses brought by Mr. Howard from 
‘Umballa one man deserves particular notice viz., Usman Ali, 
‘cesident of Baraset, who had been formerly a most energetic 
“preacher of Jehad; he was educated at the Calcutta Madrassa 
“College and possessed certificates of high proficiency and good 
-conduct as a Persian and Arabic scholar; he appears to have 
earnestly adopted Wahabee tenets, and, acting under the instruc- 
“tions of aman named ‘Rakoonooddeen’, Nazir of the Judge’s 
‘Court at Jessore (now dead), who provided him with funds, 
“travelled through Jessore, Furreedpore, Baraset, and Backer- 
wgunge collecting money and making converts, He subsequently 
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Proceeded to Patna and was for many months an inmate of the 
Sadikpore Maulvis premises, where he was present at the daily 
Jehad preachings and had many opportunities of obtaining 
information, but not being satisfied in his own mind of the 
reported appearance of Syed Ahmed as an Imam, he returned to- 
his home in Baraset. He was a very intelligent and important 
witness in the case, as will appear from a perusal of his evidence... 
The other Bengalee witnesses require no particular remarks, 
their statements being given in detail with the Sessions proceed- 
ings. Many of these witnesses having been unavoidably detained 
along time from their homes, sanction was applied for in my 
letter of the 28th February, and granted in your Memorandum 
no. 30 of Ist March 1865, for payment of compensation to them. 
To all the witnesses who had taken part in this business I care- 
fully explained the error they had committed in joining the 
‘Jehad’ or holy war, telling them that, although the Government. 
had no possible wish or intention of interfering with the religious. 
opinions of any portion of the community, yet the open preach- 
ing of sedition and any overtact of hostility would not fail to be 
taken serious.notice of, and I warned them to publish in their 


‘villages and among their sect the result of the late prosecutions_ 


These men were, I believe, fully convinced of the utter folly of 
their conduct and of the fact that they had been made dupes of” 
by designing Maulvis, whose preachings they will in future: 
disregard. 

17. I forward, herewith, copies of the Proceedings in the 
Magistrate’s and Sessions Courts, from which you will fing that 
the prisoner, After having been committed’ for. trial, was convic- 
ted by the Sessions Judge, and sentence of death recorded against 
him in both cowrts, I conductdd the prosecution and the case- 
had the fullest and most careful hearing, both by the Officiating 
Magistrate Mr. Monro, and by the Judge Mr. Ainslie. The-- 
prisoner was defended by Mr. W. Mackenzie, 
~ 18. I afterwards proceeded to Calcutta and was present 
throughout the hearing of the case on review by the High Court, 
where I instructed and assisted Mr. Eglinton, who appeared on 
the part of the Government. A copy also of the High Court's. 
Judgement is forwarded for your information, from which you 
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will observe that the sentence of death passed by the Sessions. 
Judge was commuted to transportation for life. I received tele~ 
graphic information from Government of the result of the High 
Court’s decision with orders to send the prisoner at once to 
Calcutta. These orders were carried out and, accompanied by 
Mr. Howard, Maulvi Ahmadoollah was safely lodged in the 
Alipore Jail on the 14th Ultimo. 

19. Evidence was tendered at the sessions, consisting of offi- 
cial records, details of which I have given:in my memorandum 
which accompanies this Report, and shewing that Maulvi 
Ahmedoollah had been implicated in treason and his family in 
Frontier disturbances in 1847, in 1850, in 1852, in the trial of 
Mohomed Wally in 1853 and in 1858 when a Force was sent 
against the Fanatic Colony in Mulka Sittana under Sir Sydney: 


Cotton. 
20. Again in 1857 during the mutinies the prisoner Abmedool-- 


lah with several of his relatives and heads of sect, were arrested. 
by the then Commissioner, Mr. W, Tayler, and whose informa- 
tion appears to have been correct, though the propriety of the 
arrests was called in question at the time, Subsequent to the 
mutinies these Patna Maulvis appear to have re-doubled their- 

, exertions and brought about the Frontier war in the latter end 
‘of 1863, and it was from information gained by the arrest 
of Bengalee fugitives ftom the Mulka-Sittana Colony that 
information was obtained which led ta the prosecutions at 
Umballa in 1864, when these proceedings were first institu- 
ted, the prisoner with others was suspected and was called 
before the Magistrate of Patna, Mr. Alexander, on the 13th 
February 1864, and made a statement, which is on record, to 
the effect that he had no ..knowledge of his co-conspirators. 
Shuffee and-Jaffirs of Umballa. with whom his connection has 
now been fully proved. He. further, misled the Magistrate and 
told a wilful lie regarding his own son Abdool Kadir, who, he 
stated. had gone to Mecca, whereas it is now proved that he is 
on the Frontier with his uncle Faiz Ali. This statement made by 
the prisoner was offered in evidence, but was rejected by the 
Judge on some presumed informality in the Magistrate's pro~ 
ceedings, which had been conducted secretly, and of which there: 
was no complete record, 
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21. Prisonet’s statement to the Magistrate was, | consider, 
Bood evidence of his commission to give information, which he 
‘was, asa Govt. servant and owing allegiance to the Queen, 
‘bound to have given and ought to have been recorded among 
‘the papers found in the prisoner's house at the time of his 
-arrest. Details of the entire proceedings at Umballa were found, 
together with bundles of letters and telegraphs, which shew 
‘that he not only engaged and found counsel to defend the 
Umballa prisoners, but that he advised and assisted in preparing 
“the defence, so much so that the forms of depositions to be given 
‘by false witnesses, sent from Patna for that purpose, were found 
among his papers. 

22. Other documents shewed: that he was consulted on all 
“matters, even the most trivial, so much so that interference of 
‘the authorities of Umballa with the Mohurram procession of the 
“butchers (they are. his disciples) was reported to him. It was 
‘further evident that he had ways and means of obtaining 
information from the Patna Officers, as copies of all sorts of 
‘papers connected with cases were found in his bundles, none of 
-which he had obtained through the regular official channel. 
“Indeed, his position appears to have given him every facility 
‘for blinding the Local Authorities as to his real designs. During 
the time most of this conspiracy was being conducted by the 
‘prisoner he was holding: office under Government. 

23. He was appointed member of a committee under act XX 
of 1856 on the 15th October 1862, and again, under Govt. Orders 
“No. 2577 of 21st Sept. 1860, he was appointed Deputy Collector 
-and Inco ne Tax Assessor on a salary of 250/- per month. He 
“had also been appointed by Govt. Orders No. 306, od 6th 
‘June 1853, a member of the Patna Committee of Public Istruc- 
“tion, to that he was in office during the greater part of the time 
“this treason was being carried on, and the business of the 
“committee of treason at Sadikpore was carried on simultaneously 
~with his employment as Deputy Collector. 

24. Great care appears to have been taken by the prisoner 

to present the possibility of suspicion at to the share he had in 
“Elahi Baksh’s business, and his remittance to Sittana was from 
ithe time he became Income Tax Collector, transferred to the 
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name of his Treasurer, Abdul Gafar. All letters from Bengak 
appear to have been received through the shop of one Amanee, 
a book-seller in Patna, to whom they were addressed under 
feigned names, and all letters from up-country, or from friends. 
on the Frontier, were received through Elahi Bux. 

25. It isa thousand pities that the whole of this correspon- 
dence was not seized. It appears from the evidence that om 
Elahii Bax’s arrest’M. Ahmadullah called a last committee and 
it was decided to destroy the whole.and they were accordingly; 
burnt, together with all accounts likely to lead suspicion. 

26. It now remains to carry out the original sentence of” 
confiscation passed by the Umballa Court on the Patna prisoners, 
and by the High Court on the property of M. Ahmadullah. The- 
former orders bad been delayed owing to many objections raiseds 
and claim set up to different shares and portions of the property 
by M. Ahmadullah and by other relations and sharers. This will 
be much simplified by the conviction of Mr. Ahmadullah himself, 
but the subject will need the magistrates best care and attention, 
as not only will every possible device be made use of to prevent: 
the property being disposed of by Govt. but there is a com- 
bination among the Musalmans of Patna not to bid for any. 
article belonging to the convicted prisoners, and with great 
difficulty certain perishable articles of personal property belong- 
ing to some of the Umballa . prisoners were disposed: of at very. 
inadequate prices. 

27. The Estate and properties, like that of all. Musalman- 
joint families are so tied up and intricately divided, that the- 
matter will require considerable time and attention. 

28. As regards the Sadikpore premises, a plan of which is. 
annexed, I would suggest that they be made over to the Patna: 
Municipality, that they be rased to the ground, and that an 
open market place be built on the site; such a market place is. 
much required and would be a lasting benefit to the community: 
at large. I cannot imagine a more fit purpose to which the 
premises could be applied, and I trust you will obtain the 
sanction of Govt. for the premises to be disposed of. 

29. Asto the other property, I would recommend that, as 
has been the case with similarly confiscated lands at Lucknow, 
Delhi, and other places, the proceed may be held by the Patna. 
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Munricipatity for purpose of useful improvement to the City. 

30. I have appended to this Report a list of chief Maulvis. 
and leaders ascertained to have been with the Fanatic Colony in 
Mulka-Sittana. Of this there is direct and clear evidence on 
record, on which, if arrested, they might be convicted. Recent 

- proceedings have seriously crippled the pecuniary resources of the 
Colony and remittance for their support are few, and with 
difficulty forwarded. It is probable, therefore, that their presence 
among the Border tribes may not be so acceptable as it was, and 

"I would suggest that the present would be a very favourable time 
to enter into negociations through the political department, 
with the Border Sirdars for their being either turned out of 
Mulka-Sittana or delivered up to the British Govt. There are 

- doubtless reasons of a religious nature which might be a bar of 
their being given up, but I am of opinion that, when unsupplied 
with money, the ptiestly character of these Maulvis will cease 
to exercise much influence. They have already cost the Border 
tribes a war in which they suffered severely. 

31. It would be most desirable to get rid of'this centre of 

- disaffection and intrigue, and no means should be omitted to 

~secure expulsion of the Maulvis from the Hills. As long as. they 
remain so long will the minds of their followers be unsettled. 

32. In the mean time there is ample evidence on which to 
issue warrants for their arrest, and in the event of their non- 

- appearance their property should be attached and confiscated. I 
would solicit the orders of Government on this subject, as the 
offence with which these Maulvis can be charged comes under 

Chapter 6 of the Penal Code, which requires under section 166 
of the Procedure Code, sanction from the Local Government to 
institute proceedings. 

33. Among the list of District Agents, preachers, and money 
Collectors also appended to this Report, the more active should 
be looked after and their proceedings watched, and more 
particularly Hadjee Budderoodeen of Dacca, and Maulvi 
Abdool Jubbar of Calcutta, as from all I have learned, there 
two men are the most dangerous members of the sect. Although 
Tepeatedly noted in recent proceedings, I doubt if the evidence 

-against either of them would be sufficient to support a convic- 
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tion. Indeed, even where there is sufficient evidence, I would 
deprecate any further prosecutions, except against those whom I 
‘have noted above as actually ascertained to be in the Hills, and 
‘to have throughout takep part in the hostile proceedings of the 
Mulka-Sittana Colony. 

34. I cannot close this Report without acknowledgement of 
the important assistance I have received from the following 
officers:— 

(I) Captain Tighe, Deputy Commissioner of Umballa, has 
‘been in constant communication with me ever since proceedings 
commenced and has rendered every possible assistance. 

(U1) Captain Q.D. Parsons, District Superintendent of Police, 
“Umballa, to this Officer is due all credit for working out this 
‘conspiracy, he was with me in Patna for upwards of two 
months, and his intimate knowledge of the previous proceedings 
and enquiry at Umbaila was of the greatest assistance. 

(III) Mr. Howard, District Superintendent of Police, Patna, 
brought down most of the documents and important witnesses 
“from Umballa, and throughout the trial and preliminary enquiry 
rendered able and willing assistance in procuring evidence and 
information, and kept mo constantly informed of all that was 
going on in the city. 


(IV) Ishree Pershad, Court Inspector of Patna, of this Officer 

“Where is | I cannot speak too highly. I have recommen- 

this Report. | ded for promotion and stated his services in 
detail in separate Report. 


35. Owing to my own sudden transfer from Patna to Beer- 
bhoom and a pressure of other business, this Report has been 
much hurried and is not so full or complete as I could have 
wished; but knowing the interest you have taken in these pro- 

- eeedings, I venture to submit it as it is, trusting that it may be 
in time to receive your orders before leaving India. 


CHARGE 


I, James Monro, Officiating Magistrate of Patna, declare, that 
there is made against Maulvi Ahmeddoollah, of Sadikpore, the 
- charge— 
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Ist—That he, on or about the years 1861, and 1863, attemp~ 
ted to wage war against the Queen, and that he has thereby 
committed an offence punishable under section 121 of the Penah 
Code and within the cognizance of the Court of Session. 

2nd—That he, on or about the same years abetted the waging: 
of war against the Queen, by traitorously furnishing supplies of. 
men and money to fanatics at Sittana engaged in warring: 
against the Queen, and that he has thereby committed an offence 
punishable under Sections 121 and 109 of the Penal Code, the 
waging of war having taken place in consequence of the abet~ 
ment and within the cognizance of the Court of Session. 

3rd—That he, on or about the same years abetted the attempt: 
to wage war against the Queen, and that he has thereby commit- 
ted an offence punishable under Sections 121 and 109 of the 
Penal Code, the attempt having been committed in consequence 
of the abetment and within the cognizance of the Court of 
Session. ‘ 

4th—That he, on or about the same years, abetted the collec-- 
tion of men with the intention of waging war, or being prepared: 
to wage war against the Queen, and that he has thereby com~ 
mitted an offence punishable under Sections 122 and 109 of the- 
Penal Code, the collecting of men being accomplished, in conse-- 
quence of the abetment and within the cognizance of the Court 
of Session. 

Sth—That he, by acts and illegal omissions, concealed the- 
existence of a design to wage war against the Queen, intending: 
by such concealment to facilitate, or knowing it to be likely 
that such concealment would facilitate the waging of such 
war, and that he has thereby committed an offence punishable- 
under Section 123 of the Penal Code and within the cognizance- 
of the Court of Session. 

And I direct that Maulvi Ahmedoollah, of Sadikpore, be: 
tried by the said court on the said charges. 


The 16th Jan. 1865 Sd/- J. Monro, 
Officiating Magistrate. 


